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PREFACE 
 

 This is the sixth edition of the ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS compendium. The compendium 
contains the general animal protection and related statutes for all of the states, principal districts and 
territories of the United States of America, and for all of Canada. In Canada, the federal government 
enacts all criminal laws, which are applicable throughout the country. The provinces and territories of 
Canada may enact quasi-criminal offenses and laws in other subject areas, and have jurisdiction over 
most criminal and civil matters.  
 
 The compendium is organized into separate chapters for each jurisdiction. Chapters begin with a 
detailed overview of the provisions contained in these laws, followed by the full text of the statutes 
themselves. The various provisions are organized into categories. Within the first thirteen of these 
categories, the relevant part of each statute is italicized. The last category provides a non-italicized 
version of each of the previously referenced statutes, in numerical order. The penalties and related 
provisions for categories 12 and 13 are generally located within each of those respective sections. 
Embedded hyperlinks are utilized throughout the compendium to assist with navigation. 
 
 Some jurisdictions may employ similar provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and 
civil statutes; may have other more specific statutes in addition to those included; and may have a variety 
of animal-related regulations in effect. 
 
 Because the law is continually evolving, always review an official source for the most current 
language of any statute. 
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This chapter contains Minnesota’s general animal protection and related statutes enacted prior to November 2010. It 
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MINNESOTA 

 
 
1.  GENERAL PROHIBITIONS * (1) 

General cruelty 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21 
 
(2) 
Poisoning animals 
MINN. STAT. § 343.27 
 
(3) 
Injury to birds 
MINN. STAT. § 343.30 
 

 
Animals Covered in Definition A[E]very living creature except members of 

the human race@ 
MINN. STAT. § 343.20(2) 
 

 
Classification of Crimes (1)(a) 

1st offense: 
Misdemeanor 
 
(1)(b) 
2nd or subsequent offense involving torture 
[Subd. 1] or cruelty [Subd. 7] within five 
years of a previous violation of Subd. 1 or 7: 
Gross misdemeanor 
 
(1)(c) 
1st offense involving torture [Subd. 1] or 
cruelty [Subd. 7] when done intentionally, 
resulting in substantial bodily harm to a pet or 
companion animal: 
Gross misdemeanor 
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MINNESOTA continued 

 
 
Classification of Crimes continued (1)(d) 

An offense involving torture [Subd. 1] or 
cruelty [Subd. 7] when done intentionally, 
resulting in substantial bodily harm to a pet or 
companion animal within five years of a 
previous gross misdemeanor or felony 
violation of this section: 
Felony 
 
(1)(e) 
An offense involving torture [Subd. 1] or 
cruelty [Subd. 7] when done intentionally, 
resulting in death or great bodily harm to a 
pet or companion animal: 
Felony 
 
(1)(f) 
An offense involving torture [Subd. 1] or 
cruelty [Subd. 7] when done intentionally, 
resulting in substantial bodily harm to a pet or 
companion animal, and the act is done to 
threaten, intimidate, or terrorize another 
person: 
Felony 
 
(1)(g) 
An offense involving torture [Subd. 1] or 
cruelty [Subd. 7] when done intentionally, 
resulting in death or great bodily harm to a 
pet or companion animal, and the act is done 
to threaten, intimidate, or terrorize another 
person: 
Felony 
 
---------- 
(2) 
Gross misdemeanor 
---------- 
(3) 
Petty misdemeanor   
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MINNESOTA continued 

 
 
2.  MAXIMUM PENALTIES ** 
 

(1)(a): 
90 days imprisonment 
and/or 
$1,000 fine 
MINN. STAT. § 609.03(3) 
 
(1)(b): 
1 year imprisonment 
and/or 
$3,000 fine 
MINN. STAT. § 609.03(2) 
 
(1)(c): 
1 year imprisonment 
and/or 
$3,000 fine 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21(9)(b) 
 
(1)(d): 
2 years imprisonment 
and/or 
$5,000 fine 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21(9)(c) 
 
(1)(e): 
2 years imprisonment 
and/or 
$5,000 fine 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21(9)(d) 
 
(1)(f): 
2 years imprisonment 
and/or 
$5,000 fine 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21(9)(g) 
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MINNESOTA continued 

 
 
2.  MAXIMUM PENALTIES continued** 
 

 (1)(g): 
4 years imprisonment 
and/or 
$10,000 fine 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21(9)(i) 
 
---------- 
 
(2) 
1 year imprisonment 
and/or 
$3,000 fine 
MINN. STAT. § 609.03(2) 
 
---------- 
 
(3) 
$300 fine 
MINN. STAT. § 609.02(4) 

 
3.  EXEMPTIONS *** 9 

MINN. STAT. § 343.21(9) 
 

 
4.  COUNSELING / EVALUATIONS H Court may order counseling upon conviction 

MINN. STAT. § 343.21(10)(4) 
 

 
5.  PROTECTIVE ORDERS H MINN. STAT. §§ 518B.01(6)(a)(14),(15), 

518B.01(7)(a)(6),(7) 
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MINNESOTA continued 

 
  
6.  RESTITUTION / REIMBURSEMENT  
      OF COSTS / BONDING & LIENS H  

Authority taking custody of animals may 
recover all costs  
MINN. STAT. § 343.22(3) 
 
County may recover all expenses upon 
conviction  
MINN. STAT. § 343.23  
 
Security may be posted to prevent disposition 
of the animal  
MINN. STAT. § 343.235(2) 
 
Person claiming interest in animal is liable for 
costs of care  
MINN. STAT. § 343.235(3)(d) 
 
Person possessing seized animal shall have a 
lien for costs of care 
MINN. STAT. § 343.29 
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MINNESOTA continued 

 
 
7.  SEIZURE / ON-SITE SUPERVISION Peace officers must take possession of 

animals which have been cruelly treated  
MINN. STAT. § 343.12  
 
Any person with probable cause can apply for 
a warrant for investigation, which shall be 
issued to a peace officer; court may order vet 
to accompany officer 
MINN. STAT. § 343.22(1)  
 
Peace officer may seize animals designated in 
search warrant  
MINN. STAT. § 343.22(2)  
 
Animals raised for food or fiber cannot be 
seized without a veterinary exam  
MINN. STAT. § 343.235(1) 
 
Peace officers, animal control officers, or 
humane agents may seize animals not 
properly sheltered or fed  
MINN. STAT. § 343.29(1)  
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MINNESOTA continued 

 
 
8.  FORFEITURE / POSSESSION H Pets and companion animals that were not 

seized shall be forfeited upon conviction 
unless the court determines that the person is 
fit to provide care; court may impose other 
conditions, including period of probation 
during which the person may not possess 
animals  
MINN. STAT. § 343.21(10) 
 
Seized animals that are suffering and beyond 
cure through reasonable care and treatment 
may be immediately euthanized 
MINN. STAT.§§ 343.22(3), 343.29(2) 
 
Seized animals may be forfeited if owner fails 
to post security, or if court finds following a 
hearing that the person claiming an interest in 
animal is unfit to provide adequate care 
MINN. STAT. § 343.235 
 
If owner is not known and not easily 
ascertainable or fails to post a bond, animals 
may be forfeited 
MINN. STAT. § 343.29(1) 
 

 
9.  CROSS ENFORCEMENT / REPORTING ----- 

 
 
10.  VETERINARIAN REPORTING / IMMUNITY If animal is abandoned with a veterinarian, 

after ten days veterinarian may be relieved of 
any liability for disposal of animal 
MINN. STAT. § 346.37(1)(c),(d),(e) 
 
Veterinarians must report known or suspected 
cases of abuse, cruelty, or neglect 
MINN. STAT. § 346.37(6) 
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MINNESOTA continued 

 
 
11.  LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES Humane agents may be appointed to 

investigate cruelty 
MINN. STAT. § 343.01 
 
Peace officers have a duty to investigate 
suspected violations, arrest any person found 
violating the law, and seize cruelly treated 
animals  
MINN. STAT. § 343.12 
 
Any person with probable cause can apply for 
a warrant for investigation, which shall be 
issued to a peace officer; court may order vet 
to accompany officer 
MINN. STAT. § 343.22(1)  
 
Peace officer may seize animals designated in 
search warrant  
MINN. STAT. § 343.22(2)  
 

 
12.  SEXUAL ASSAULT The sexual assault of an animal is a 

misdemeanor; if committed in the presence of 
another person, the offense is a gross 
misdemeanor 
MINN. STAT. § 609.294  
 

 
13.  FIGHTING Various animal fighting activities are 

felonies; being a spectator at an animal fight 
is a gross misdemeanor 
MINN. STAT. § 343.31  
 

 
Other Felony Provisions Affecting Animals I Killing or harming a public safety dog  

MINN. STAT. § 609.596 
 

 
NOTES See also APet and Companion Animal 

Welfare Act@ 
MINN. STAT. § 346.35 et. seq. 
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*     States may have other more specific statutes in addition to the general animal protection statutes referenced in this table. 
**   Despite statutory maximums, states often employ sentencing guidelines that may significantly alter the allowable sentence. 
*** Exemptions:1-veterinary practice, 2-research animals, 3-wildlife, 4-traditional farm animal husbandry practices, 5-slaughter,  6-pest control,  
       7-rodeo, 8-zoos/circuses, 9-other. 
H     This table generally references only those provisions that are within each state=s animal protection statutes. States may employ similar          
       provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil statutes, and may also have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect. 
I     This list is not exhaustive; states may authorize felony penalties for other crimes involving animals not included in this table. 
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1.  GENERAL PROHIBITIONS 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.20 (2010). Definitions 
 
Subdivision 1. Application. Except as otherwise indicated by the context, for purposes of 
sections 343.20 to 343.36, the terms defined in this section have the meanings given them. 
 
Subd. 2. Animal. "Animal" means every living creature except members of the human race. 
 
Subd. 3. Torture; cruelty. "Torture" or "cruelty" means every act, omission, or neglect which 
causes or permits unnecessary or unjustifiable pain, suffering, or death. 
 
Subd. 4. Impure milk. "Impure and unwholesome milk" means all milk obtained from diseased or 
unhealthy animals, or from animals fed on any substance which is putrefied or fermented. 
 
Subd. 5. Animal control officer. "Animal control officer" means an officer employed by or under 
contract with an agency of the state, county, municipality, or other governmental subdivision of 
the state which is responsible for animal control operations in its jurisdiction. 
 
Subd. 6. Pet or companion animal. "Pet or companion animal" includes any animal owned, 
possessed by, cared for, or controlled by a person for the present or future enjoyment of that 
person or another as a pet or companion, or any stray pet or stray companion animal. 
 
Subd. 7. Service animal. "Service animal" means an animal trained to assist a person with a 
disability. 
 
Subd. 8. Substantial bodily harm. "Substantial bodily harm" means bodily injury which involves 
a temporary but substantial disfigurement, or which causes a temporary but substantial loss or 
impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ, or which causes a fracture of any 
bodily member to a service animal or a pet or companion animal. 
 
Subd. 9. Great bodily harm. "Great bodily harm" means bodily injury which creates a high 
probability of death, or which causes serious permanent disfigurement, or which causes a 
permanent or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ, or 
other serious bodily harm to a service animal or a pet or companion animal. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21 (2010). Overworking or mistreating animals; penalty 
 
Subdivision 1. Torture. No person shall overdrive, overload, torture, cruelly beat, neglect, or 
unjustifiably injure, maim, mutilate, or kill any animal, or cruelly work any animal when it is 
unfit for labor, whether it belongs to that person or to another person. 
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Subd. 2. Nourishment; shelter. No person shall deprive any animal over which the person has 
charge or control of necessary food, water, or shelter. 
 
Subd. 3. Enclosure. No person shall keep any cow or other animal in any enclosure without 
providing wholesome exercise and change of air. 
 
Subd. 4. Low feed. No person shall feed any cow on food which produces impure or 
unwholesome milk. 
 
Subd. 5. Abandonment. No person shall abandon any animal. 
 
Subd. 6. Temporary abandonment. No person shall allow any maimed, sick, infirm, or disabled 
animal to lie in any street, road, or other public place for more than three hours after receiving 
notice of the animal's condition. 
 
Subd. 7. Cruelty. No person shall willfully instigate or in any way further any act of cruelty to 
any animal or animals, or any act tending to produce cruelty to animals. 
 
Subd. 8. Caging. No person shall cage any animal for public display purposes unless the display 
cage is constructed of solid material on three sides to protect the caged animal from the 
elements and unless the horizontal dimension of each side of the cage is at least four times the 
length of the caged animal. The provisions of this subdivision do not apply to the Minnesota 
State Agricultural Society, the Minnesota State Fair, or to the county agricultural societies, 
county fairs, to any agricultural display of caged animals by any political subdivision of the state 
of Minnesota, or to district, regional or national educational livestock or poultry exhibitions. The 
provisions of this subdivision do not apply to captive wildlife, the exhibition of which is 
regulated by section 97A.041. 
 
Subd. 8a. Harming a service animal. No person shall intentionally and without justification do 
either of the following to a service animal while it is providing service or while it is in the 
custody of the person it serves:  

 
(1) cause bodily harm to the animal; or  
 
(2) otherwise render the animal unable to perform its duties. 

 
Subd. 9. Penalty.  
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, a person who fails to comply with any 
provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person convicted of a second or 
subsequent violation of subdivision 1 or 7 within five years of a previous violation of 
subdivision 1 or 7 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(b) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000, or both. 
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(c) A person convicted of violating paragraph (b) within five years of a previous gross 
misdemeanor or felony conviction for violating this section may be sentenced to imprisonment 
for not more than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(d) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more 
than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(e) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation renders the service animal unable 
to perform its duties is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(f) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in substantial bodily harm to 
a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to payment of 
a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(g) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, 
or terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(h) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in death or great bodily 
harm to a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
(i) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, or 
terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
Subd. 9a. Harm to service animals; mandatory restitution and civil remedies. 
 
(a) The court shall order a person convicted of violating subdivision 8a to pay restitution for the 
costs and expenses resulting from the crime. Costs and expenses include, but are not limited to, 
the service animal user's loss of income, veterinary expenses, transportation costs, and other 
expenses of temporary replacement assistance services, and service animal replacement or 
retraining costs incurred by a school, agency, or individual. If the court finds that the convicted 
person is indigent, the court may reduce the amount of restitution to a reasonable level or order it 
paid in installments. 
 
(b) This section does not preclude a person from seeking any available civil remedies for an act 
that violates subdivision 8a. 
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Subd. 10. Restrictions. If a person is convicted of violating this section, the court shall require 
that pet or companion animals that have not been seized by a peace officer or agent and are in 
the custody or control of the person must be turned over to a peace officer or other appropriate 
officer or agent unless the court determines that the person is able and fit to provide adequately 
for an animal. If the evidence indicates lack of proper and reasonable care of an animal, the 
burden is on the person to affirmatively demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that the 
person is able and fit to have custody of and provide adequately for an animal. The court may 
limit the person's further possession or custody of pet or companion animals, and may impose 
other conditions the court considers appropriate, including, but not limited to: 
 

(1) imposing a probation period during which the person may not have ownership, 
custody, or control of a pet or companion animal; 
 
(2) requiring periodic visits of the person by an animal control officer or agent appointed 
pursuant to section 343.01, subdivision 1; 
 
(3) requiring performance by the person of community service; and 
 
(4) requiring the person to receive psychological, behavioral, or other counseling. 

 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.27 (2010). Poisoning animals. 
 
Any person who unjustifiably administers any poisonous, or noxious drug or substance to any 
animal, or procures or permits it to be done, or unjustifiably exposes that drug or substance with 
intent that the drug be taken by any animal, whether the animal is the property of the person or 
another, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.30 (2010). Injury to birds. 
 
A person who in any manner maliciously maims, kills, or destroys any bird designated as 
unprotected by section 97A.015, subdivision 52, or who maliciously destroys the nests or eggs of 
any such bird shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 
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2.  PENALTIES  
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21 (2010). Overworking or mistreating animals; penalty 
 
Subdivision 1. Torture. No person shall overdrive, overload, torture, cruelly beat, neglect, or 
unjustifiably injure, maim, mutilate, or kill any animal, or cruelly work any animal when it is 
unfit for labor, whether it belongs to that person or to another person. 
 
Subd. 2. Nourishment; shelter. No person shall deprive any animal over which the person has 
charge or control of necessary food, water, or shelter. 
 
Subd. 3. Enclosure. No person shall keep any cow or other animal in any enclosure without 
providing wholesome exercise and change of air. 
 
Subd. 4. Low feed. No person shall feed any cow on food which produces impure or 
unwholesome milk. 
 
Subd. 5. Abandonment. No person shall abandon any animal. 
 
Subd. 6. Temporary abandonment. No person shall allow any maimed, sick, infirm, or disabled 
animal to lie in any street, road, or other public place for more than three hours after receiving 
notice of the animal's condition. 
 
Subd. 7. Cruelty. No person shall willfully instigate or in any way further any act of cruelty to 
any animal or animals, or any act tending to produce cruelty to animals. 
 
Subd. 8. Caging. No person shall cage any animal for public display purposes unless the display 
cage is constructed of solid material on three sides to protect the caged animal from the elements 
and unless the horizontal dimension of each side of the cage is at least four times the length of 
the caged animal. The provisions of this subdivision do not apply to the Minnesota State 
Agricultural Society, the Minnesota State Fair, or to the county agricultural societies, county 
fairs, to any agricultural display of caged animals by any political subdivision of the state of 
Minnesota, or to district, regional or national educational livestock or poultry exhibitions. The 
provisions of this subdivision do not apply to captive wildlife, the exhibition of which is 
regulated by section 97A.041. 
 
Subd. 8a. Harming a service animal. No person shall intentionally and without justification do 
either of the following to a service animal while it is providing service or while it is in the 
custody of the person it serves:  

 
(1) cause bodily harm to the animal; or  
 
(2) otherwise render the animal unable to perform its duties. 

 



MN-17 

Subd. 9. Penalty.  
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, a person who fails to comply with any 
provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person convicted of a second or 
subsequent violation of subdivision 1 or 7 within five years of a previous violation of subdivision 
1 or 7 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(b) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000, or both. 
 
(c) A person convicted of violating paragraph (b) within five years of a previous gross 
misdemeanor or felony conviction for violating this section may be sentenced to imprisonment 
for not more than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(d) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more 
than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(e) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation renders the service animal unable 
to perform its duties is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(f) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in substantial bodily harm to 
a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to payment of 
a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(g) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, 
intimidate, or terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two 
years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(h) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in death or great bodily 
harm to a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
(i) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, or 
terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
Subd. 9a. Harm to service animals; mandatory restitution and civil remedies. 
 
(a) The court shall order a person convicted of violating subdivision 8a to pay restitution for the 
costs and expenses resulting from the crime. Costs and expenses include, but are not limited to, 
the service animal user's loss of income, veterinary expenses, transportation costs, and other 
expenses of temporary replacement assistance services, and service animal replacement or 
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retraining costs incurred by a school, agency, or individual. If the court finds that the convicted 
person is indigent, the court may reduce the amount of restitution to a reasonable level or order it 
paid in installments. 
 
(b) This section does not preclude a person from seeking any available civil remedies for an act 
that violates subdivision 8a. 
 
Subd. 10. Restrictions. If a person is convicted of violating this section, the court shall require 
that pet or companion animals that have not been seized by a peace officer or agent and are in 
the custody or control of the person must be turned over to a peace officer or other appropriate 
officer or agent unless the court determines that the person is able and fit to provide adequately 
for an animal. If the evidence indicates lack of proper and reasonable care of an animal, the 
burden is on the person to affirmatively demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that the 
person is able and fit to have custody of and provide adequately for an animal. The court may 
limit the person's further possession or custody of pet or companion animals, and may impose 
other conditions the court considers appropriate, including, but not limited to: 
 

(1) imposing a probation period during which the person may not have ownership, 
custody, or control of a pet or companion animal; 
 
(2) requiring periodic visits of the person by an animal control officer or agent appointed 
pursuant to section 343.01, subdivision 1; 
 
(3) requiring performance by the person of community service; and 
 
(4) requiring the person to receive psychological, behavioral, or other counseling. 

 
 
MINN. STAT. § 609.02 (2010). Definitions 
 
Subdivision 1. Crime. 
 
"Crime" means conduct which is prohibited by statute and for which the actor may be sentenced 
to imprisonment, with or without a fine. 
 
Subd. 2. Felony. 
 
"Felony" means a crime for which a sentence of imprisonment for more than one year may be 
imposed. 
 
Subd. 2a. 
 
[Repealed, 1999 c 194 s 11] 
 
Subd. 3. Misdemeanor. 
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"Misdemeanor" means a crime for which a sentence of not more than 90 days or a fine of not 
more than $1,000, or both, may be imposed. 
 
Subd. 4. Gross misdemeanor. 
 
"Gross misdemeanor" means any crime which is not a felony or misdemeanor. The maximum 
fine which may be imposed for a gross misdemeanor is $3,000. 
 
Subd. 4a. Petty misdemeanor. 
 
"Petty misdemeanor" means a petty offense which is prohibited by statute, which does not 
constitute a crime and for which a sentence of a fine of not more than $300 may be imposed. 
 
Subd. 5. Conviction. 
 
"Conviction" means any of the following accepted and recorded by the court: 
 
(1) A plea of guilty; or 
 
(2) A verdict of guilty by a jury or a finding of guilty by the court. 
 
Subd. 6. Dangerous weapon. 
 
"Dangerous weapon" means any firearm, whether loaded or unloaded, or any device designed as 
a weapon and capable of producing death or great bodily harm, any combustible or flammable 
liquid or other device or instrumentality that, in the manner it is used or intended to be used, is 
calculated or likely to produce death or great bodily harm, or any fire that is used to produce 
death or great bodily harm. 
 
As used in this subdivision, "flammable liquid" means any liquid having a flash point below 100 
degrees Fahrenheit and having a vapor pressure not exceeding 40 pounds per square inch 
(absolute) at 100 degrees Fahrenheit but does not include intoxicating liquor as defined in 
section 340A.101. As used in this subdivision, "combustible liquid" is a liquid having a flash 
point at or above 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
Subd. 7. Bodily harm. 
 
"Bodily harm" means physical pain or injury, illness, or any impairment of physical condition. 
 
Subd. 7a. Substantial bodily harm. 
 
"Substantial bodily harm" means bodily injury which involves a temporary but substantial 
disfigurement, or which causes a temporary but substantial loss or impairment of the function of 
any bodily member or organ, or which causes a fracture of any bodily member. 
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Subd. 8. Great bodily harm. 
 
"Great bodily harm" means bodily injury which creates a high probability of death, or which 
causes serious permanent disfigurement, or which causes a permanent or protracted loss or 
impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ or other serious bodily harm. 
 
Subd. 9. Mental state. 
 
(1) When criminal intent is an element of a crime in this chapter, such intent is indicated by the 
term "intentionally," the phrase "with intent to," the phrase "with intent that," or some form of 
the verbs "know" or "believe." 
 
(2) "Know" requires only that the actor believes that the specified fact exists. 
 
(3) "Intentionally" means that the actor either has a purpose to do the thing or cause the result 
specified or believes that the act performed by the actor, if successful, will cause that result. In 
addition, except as provided in clause (6), the actor must have knowledge of those facts which 
are necessary to make the actor's conduct criminal and which are set forth after the word 
"intentionally." 
 
(4) "With intent to" or "with intent that" means that the actor either has a purpose to do the thing 
or cause the result specified or believes that the act, if successful, will cause that result. 
 
(5) Criminal intent does not require proof of knowledge of the existence or constitutionality of 
the statute under which the actor is prosecuted or the scope or meaning of the terms used in that 
statute. 
 
(6) Criminal intent does not require proof of knowledge of the age of a minor even though age is 
a material element in the crime in question. 
 
Subd. 10. Assault. 
 
"Assault" is: 
 
(1) an act done with intent to cause fear in another of immediate bodily harm or death; or 
 
(2) the intentional infliction of or attempt to inflict bodily harm upon another. 
 
Subd. 11. Second or subsequent violation or offense. 
 
"Second or subsequent violation" or "second or subsequent offense" means that prior to the 
commission of the violation or offense, the actor has been adjudicated guilty of a specified 
similar violation or offense. 
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Subd. 12. 
 
[Repealed, 1993 c 326 art 2 s 34] 
 
Subd. 13. 
 
[Repealed, 1993 c 326 art 2 s 34] 
 
Subd. 14. Electronic monitoring device. 
 
As used in sections 609.135, subdivision 5a, 611A.07, and 629.72, subdivision 2a, "electronic 
monitoring device" means a radio frequency transmitter unit that is worn at all times on the 
person of a defendant in conjunction with a receiver unit that is located in the victim's residence 
or on the victim's person. The receiver unit emits an audible and visible signal whenever the 
defendant with a transmitter unit comes within a designated distance from the receiver unit. 
 
Subd. 15. Probation. 
 
"Probation" means a court-ordered sanction imposed upon an offender for a period of 
supervision no greater than that set by statute. It is imposed as an alternative to confinement or in 
conjunction with confinement or intermediate sanctions. The purpose of probation is to deter 
further criminal behavior, punish the offender, help provide reparation to crime victims and their 
communities, and provide offenders with opportunities for rehabilitation. 
 
Subd. 16. Qualified domestic violence-related offense. 
 
"Qualified domestic violence-related offense" includes a violation of or an attempt to violate 
sections 518B.01, subdivision 14 (violation of domestic abuse order for protection); 518B.01, 
subdivision 22 (violation of domestic abuse no contact order); 609.185 (first-degree murder); 
609.19 (second-degree murder); 609.221 (first-degree assault); 609.222 (second-degree assault); 
609.223 (third-degree assault); 609.2231 (fourth-degree assault); 609.224 (fifth-degree assault); 
609.2242 (domestic assault); 609.2247 (domestic assault by strangulation); 609.342 (first-degree 
criminal sexual conduct); 609.343 (second-degree criminal sexual conduct); 609.344 (third-
degree criminal sexual conduct); 609.345 (fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct); 609.377 
(malicious punishment of a child); 609.713 (terroristic threats); 609.748, subdivision 6 (violation 
of harassment restraining order); 609.749 (harassment/stalking); and 609.78, subdivision 2 
(interference with an emergency call); and similar laws of other states, the United States, the 
District of Columbia, tribal lands, and United States territories. 
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MINN. STAT. § 609.03 (2010). Punishment when not otherwise fixed 
 
If a person is convicted of a crime for which no punishment is otherwise provided the person 
may be sentenced as follows: 
 

(1) If the crime is a felony, to imprisonment for not more than five years or to payment of 
a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both; or 
 
(2) If the crime is a gross misdemeanor, to imprisonment for not more than one year or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000, or both; or 
 
(3) If the crime is a misdemeanor, to imprisonment for not more than 90 days or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 1,000, or both; or 
 
(4) If the crime is other than a misdemeanor and a fine is imposed but the amount is not 
specified, to payment of a fine of not more than $ 1,000, or to imprisonment for a 
specified term of not more than six months if the fine is not paid. 
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3. EXEMPTIONS 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21 (2010). Overworking or mistreating animals; penalty 
 
Subdivision 1. Torture. No person shall overdrive, overload, torture, cruelly beat, neglect, or 
unjustifiably injure, maim, mutilate, or kill any animal, or cruelly work any animal when it is 
unfit for labor, whether it belongs to that person or to another person. 
 
Subd. 2. Nourishment; shelter. No person shall deprive any animal over which the person has 
charge or control of necessary food, water, or shelter. 
 
Subd. 3. Enclosure. No person shall keep any cow or other animal in any enclosure without 
providing wholesome exercise and change of air. 
 
Subd. 4. Low feed. No person shall feed any cow on food which produces impure or 
unwholesome milk. 
 
Subd. 5. Abandonment. No person shall abandon any animal. 
 
Subd. 6. Temporary abandonment. No person shall allow any maimed, sick, infirm, or disabled 
animal to lie in any street, road, or other public place for more than three hours after receiving 
notice of the animal's condition. 
 
Subd. 7. Cruelty. No person shall willfully instigate or in any way further any act of cruelty to 
any animal or animals, or any act tending to produce cruelty to animals. 
 
Subd. 8. Caging. No person shall cage any animal for public display purposes unless the display 
cage is constructed of solid material on three sides to protect the caged animal from the elements 
and unless the horizontal dimension of each side of the cage is at least four times the length of 
the caged animal. The provisions of this subdivision do not apply to the Minnesota State 
Agricultural Society, the Minnesota State Fair, or to the county agricultural societies, county 
fairs, to any agricultural display of caged animals by any political subdivision of the state of 
Minnesota, or to district, regional or national educational livestock or poultry exhibitions. The 
provisions of this subdivision do not apply to captive wildlife, the exhibition of which is 
regulated by section 97A.041. 
 
Subd. 8a. Harming a service animal. No person shall intentionally and without justification do 
either of the following to a service animal while it is providing service or while it is in the 
custody of the person it serves:  

 
(1) cause bodily harm to the animal; or  
 
(2) otherwise render the animal unable to perform its duties. 
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Subd. 9. Penalty.  
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, a person who fails to comply with any 
provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person convicted of a second or 
subsequent violation of subdivision 1 or 7 within five years of a previous violation of 
subdivision 1 or 7 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(b) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000, or both. 
 
(c) A person convicted of violating paragraph (b) within five years of a previous gross 
misdemeanor or felony conviction for violating this section may be sentenced to imprisonment 
for not more than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(d) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more 
than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(e) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation renders the service animal unable 
to perform its duties is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(f) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in substantial bodily harm to 
a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to payment of 
a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(g) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, 
or terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(h) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in death or great bodily 
harm to a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
(i) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, or 
terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
Subd. 9a. Harm to service animals; mandatory restitution and civil remedies. 
 
(a) The court shall order a person convicted of violating subdivision 8a to pay restitution for the 
costs and expenses resulting from the crime. Costs and expenses include, but are not limited to, 
the service animal user's loss of income, veterinary expenses, transportation costs, and other 
expenses of temporary replacement assistance services, and service animal replacement or 
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retraining costs incurred by a school, agency, or individual. If the court finds that the convicted 
person is indigent, the court may reduce the amount of restitution to a reasonable level or order it 
paid in installments. 
 
(b) This section does not preclude a person from seeking any available civil remedies for an act 
that violates subdivision 8a. 
 
Subd. 10. Restrictions. If a person is convicted of violating this section, the court shall require 
that pet or companion animals that have not been seized by a peace officer or agent and are in 
the custody or control of the person must be turned over to a peace officer or other appropriate 
officer or agent unless the court determines that the person is able and fit to provide adequately 
for an animal. If the evidence indicates lack of proper and reasonable care of an animal, the 
burden is on the person to affirmatively demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that the 
person is able and fit to have custody of and provide adequately for an animal. The court may 
limit the person's further possession or custody of pet or companion animals, and may impose 
other conditions the court considers appropriate, including, but not limited to: 
 

(1) imposing a probation period during which the person may not have ownership, 
custody, or control of a pet or companion animal; 
 
(2) requiring periodic visits of the person by an animal control officer or agent appointed 
pursuant to section 343.01, subdivision 1; 
 
(3) requiring performance by the person of community service; and 
 
(4) requiring the person to receive psychological, behavioral, or other counseling. 
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4.  COUNSELING / EVALUATIONS 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21 (2010). Overworking or mistreating animals; penalty 
 
Subdivision 1. Torture. No person shall overdrive, overload, torture, cruelly beat, neglect, or 
unjustifiably injure, maim, mutilate, or kill any animal, or cruelly work any animal when it is 
unfit for labor, whether it belongs to that person or to another person. 
 
Subd. 2. Nourishment; shelter. No person shall deprive any animal over which the person has 
charge or control of necessary food, water, or shelter. 
 
Subd. 3. Enclosure. No person shall keep any cow or other animal in any enclosure without 
providing wholesome exercise and change of air. 
 
Subd. 4. Low feed. No person shall feed any cow on food which produces impure or 
unwholesome milk. 
 
Subd. 5. Abandonment. No person shall abandon any animal. 
 
Subd. 6. Temporary abandonment. No person shall allow any maimed, sick, infirm, or disabled 
animal to lie in any street, road, or other public place for more than three hours after receiving 
notice of the animal's condition. 
 
Subd. 7. Cruelty. No person shall willfully instigate or in any way further any act of cruelty to 
any animal or animals, or any act tending to produce cruelty to animals. 
 
Subd. 8. Caging. No person shall cage any animal for public display purposes unless the display 
cage is constructed of solid material on three sides to protect the caged animal from the elements 
and unless the horizontal dimension of each side of the cage is at least four times the length of 
the caged animal. The provisions of this subdivision do not apply to the Minnesota State 
Agricultural Society, the Minnesota State Fair, or to the county agricultural societies, county 
fairs, to any agricultural display of caged animals by any political subdivision of the state of 
Minnesota, or to district, regional or national educational livestock or poultry exhibitions. The 
provisions of this subdivision do not apply to captive wildlife, the exhibition of which is 
regulated by section 97A.041. 
 
Subd. 8a. Harming a service animal. No person shall intentionally and without justification do 
either of the following to a service animal while it is providing service or while it is in the 
custody of the person it serves:  

 
(1) cause bodily harm to the animal; or  
 
(2) otherwise render the animal unable to perform its duties. 
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Subd. 9. Penalty.  
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, a person who fails to comply with any 
provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person convicted of a second or 
subsequent violation of subdivision 1 or 7 within five years of a previous violation of 
subdivision 1 or 7 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(b) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000, or both. 
 
(c) A person convicted of violating paragraph (b) within five years of a previous gross 
misdemeanor or felony conviction for violating this section may be sentenced to imprisonment 
for not more than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(d) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more 
than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(e) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation renders the service animal unable 
to perform its duties is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(f) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in substantial bodily harm to 
a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to payment of 
a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(g) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, 
or terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(h) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in death or great bodily 
harm to a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
(i) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, or 
terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
Subd. 9a. Harm to service animals; mandatory restitution and civil remedies. 
 
(a) The court shall order a person convicted of violating subdivision 8a to pay restitution for the 
costs and expenses resulting from the crime. Costs and expenses include, but are not limited to, 
the service animal user's loss of income, veterinary expenses, transportation costs, and other 
expenses of temporary replacement assistance services, and service animal replacement or 
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retraining costs incurred by a school, agency, or individual. If the court finds that the convicted 
person is indigent, the court may reduce the amount of restitution to a reasonable level or order it 
paid in installments. 
 
(b) This section does not preclude a person from seeking any available civil remedies for an act 
that violates subdivision 8a. 
 
Subd. 10. Restrictions. If a person is convicted of violating this section, the court shall require 
that pet or companion animals that have not been seized by a peace officer or agent and are in 
the custody or control of the person must be turned over to a peace officer or other appropriate 
officer or agent unless the court determines that the person is able and fit to provide adequately 
for an animal. If the evidence indicates lack of proper and reasonable care of an animal, the 
burden is on the person to affirmatively demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that the 
person is able and fit to have custody of and provide adequately for an animal. The court may 
limit the person's further possession or custody of pet or companion animals, and may impose 
other conditions the court considers appropriate, including, but not limited to: 
 

(1) imposing a probation period during which the person may not have ownership, 
custody, or control of a pet or companion animal; 
 
(2) requiring periodic visits of the person by an animal control officer or agent appointed 
pursuant to section 343.01, subdivision 1; 
 
(3) requiring performance by the person of community service; and 
 
(4) requiring the person to receive psychological, behavioral, or other counseling. 
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5.  PROTECTIVE ORDERS 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 518B.01 (2010). Domestic Abuse Act. 
 
Subdivision 1.Short title. 
 
This section may be cited as the "Domestic Abuse Act." 
 
Subd. 2. Definitions. 
 
As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings given them: 
 
(a) "Domestic abuse" means the following, if committed against a family or household member 
by a family or household member: 
 

(1) physical harm, bodily injury, or assault; 
 
(2) the infliction of fear of imminent physical harm, bodily injury, or assault; or 
 
(3) terroristic threats, within the meaning of section 609.713, subdivision 1; criminal 
sexual conduct, within the meaning of section 609.342, 609.343, 609.344, 609.345, or 
609.3451; or interference with an emergency call within the meaning of section 609.78, 
subdivision 2.  

 
(b) "Family or household members" means: 
 

(1) spouses and former spouses; 
 
(2) parents and children; 
 
(3) persons related by blood; 
 
(4) persons who are presently residing together or who have resided together in the past; 
 
(5) persons who have a child in common regardless of whether they have been married or 
have lived together at any time; 
 
(6) a man and woman if the woman is pregnant and the man is alleged to be the father, 
regardless of whether they have been married or have lived together at any time; and 
 
(7) persons involved in a significant romantic or sexual relationship. 
 

Issuance of an order for protection on the ground in clause (6) does not affect a determination of 
paternity under sections 257.51 to 257.74. In determining whether persons are or have been 
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involved in a significant romantic or sexual relationship under clause (7), the court shall consider 
the length of time of the relationship; type of relationship; frequency of interaction between the 
parties; and, if the relationship has terminated, length of time since the termination.  

 
(c) "Qualified domestic violence-related offense" has the meaning given in section 609.02, 
subdivision 16.  
 
Subd. 3. Court jurisdiction. 
 
An application for relief under this section may be filed in the court having jurisdiction over 
dissolution actions, in the county of residence of either party, in the county in which a pending or 
completed family court proceeding involving the parties or their minor children was brought, or 
in the county in which the alleged domestic abuse occurred. There are no residency requirements 
that apply to a petition for an order for protection. In a jurisdiction which utilizes referees in 
dissolution actions, the court or judge may refer actions under this section to a referee to take and 
report the evidence in the action in the same manner and subject to the same limitations provided 
in section 518.13. Actions under this section shall be given docket priorities by the court.  
 
Subd. 3a. Filing fee. 
 
The filing fees for an order for protection under this section are waived for the petitioner. The 
court administrator, the sheriff of any county in this state, and other law enforcement and 
corrections officers shall perform their duties relating to service of process without charge to the 
petitioner. The court shall direct payment of the reasonable costs of service of process if served 
by a private process server when the sheriff or other law enforcement or corrections officer is 
unavailable or if service is made by publication, without requiring the petitioner to make 
application under section 563.01. The court may direct a respondent to pay to the court 
administrator the petitioner's filing fees and reasonable costs of service of process if the court 
determines that the respondent has the ability to pay the petitioner's fees and costs.  
 
Subd. 3b. Information on petitioner's location or residence. 
 
Upon the petitioner's request, information maintained by the court regarding the petitioner's 
location or residence is not accessible to the public and may be disclosed only to court personnel 
or law enforcement for purposes of service of process, conducting an investigation, or enforcing 
an order. 
 
Subd. 4. Order for protection. 
 
There shall exist an action known as a petition for an order for protection in cases of domestic 
abuse. 
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(a) A petition for relief under this section may be made by any family or household member 
personally or by a family or household member, a guardian as defined in section 524.1-201, 
clause (20), or, if the court finds that it is in the best interests of the minor, by a reputable adult 
age 25 or older on behalf of minor family or household members. A minor age 16 or older may 
make a petition on the minor's own behalf against a spouse or former spouse, or a person with 
whom the minor has a child in common, if the court determines that the minor has sufficient 
maturity and judgment and that it is in the best interests of the minor.  
 
(b) A petition for relief shall allege the existence of domestic abuse, and shall be accompanied 
by an affidavit made under oath stating the specific facts and circumstances from which relief is 
sought. 
 
(c) A petition for relief must state whether the petitioner has ever had an order for protection in 
effect against the respondent. 
 
(d) A petition for relief must state whether there is an existing order for protection in effect under 
this chapter governing both the parties and whether there is a pending lawsuit, complaint, 
petition or other action between the parties under chapter 257, 518, 518A, 518B, or 518C. The 
court administrator shall verify the terms of any existing order governing the parties. The court 
may not delay granting relief because of the existence of a pending action between the parties or 
the necessity of verifying the terms of an existing order. A subsequent order in a separate action 
under this chapter may modify only the provision of an existing order that grants relief 
authorized under subdivision 6, paragraph (a), clause (1). A petition for relief may be granted, 
regardless of whether there is a pending action between the parties. 
 
(e) The court shall provide simplified forms and clerical assistance to help with the writing and 
filing of a petition under this section. 
 
(f) The court shall advise a petitioner under paragraph (e) of the right to file a motion and 
affidavit and to sue in forma pauperis pursuant to section 563.01 and shall assist with the writing 
and filing of the motion and affidavit.  
 
(g) The court shall advise a petitioner under paragraph (e) of the right to serve the respondent by 
published notice under subdivision 5, paragraph (b), if the respondent is avoiding personal 
service by concealment or otherwise, and shall assist with the writing and filing of the affidavit. 
 
(h) The court shall advise the petitioner of the right to seek restitution under the petition for 
relief. 
 
(i) The court shall advise the petitioner of the right to request a hearing under subdivision 7, 
paragraph (c). If the petitioner does not request a hearing, the court shall advise the petitioner 
that the respondent may request a hearing and that notice of the hearing date and time will be 
provided to the petitioner by mail at least five days before the hearing. 
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(j) The court shall advise the petitioner of the right to request supervised parenting time, as 
provided in section 518.175, subdivision 1a.  
 
Subd. 5. Hearing on application; notice. 
 
(a) Upon receipt of the petition, the court shall order a hearing which shall be held not later than 
14 days from the date of the order for hearing unless an ex parte order is issued. 
 
(b) If an ex parte order has been issued under subdivision 7 and the petitioner seeks only the 
relief under subdivision 7, paragraph (a), a hearing is not required unless: 
 

(1) the court declines to order the requested relief; or 
 
(2) one of the parties requests a hearing. 

 
(c) If an ex parte order has been issued under subdivision 7 and the petitioner seeks relief beyond 
that specified in subdivision 7, paragraph (a), or if the court declines to order relief requested by 
the petitioner, a hearing must be held within seven days. Personal service of the ex parte order 
may be made upon the respondent at any time up to 12 hours prior to the time set for the hearing, 
provided that the respondent at the hearing may request a continuance of up to five days if 
served fewer than five days prior to the hearing which continuance shall be granted unless there 
are compelling reasons not to. 
 
(d) If an ex parte order has been issued only granting relief under subdivision 7, paragraph (a), 
and the respondent requests a hearing, the hearing shall be held within ten days of the court's 
receipt of the respondent's request. Service of the notice of hearing must be made upon the 
petitioner not less than five days prior to the hearing. The court shall serve the notice of hearing 
upon the petitioner by mail in the manner provided in the Rules of Civil Procedure for pleadings 
subsequent to a complaint and motions and shall also mail notice of the date and time of the 
hearing to the respondent. In the event that service cannot be completed in time to give the 
respondent or petitioner the minimum notice required under this subdivision, the court may set a 
new hearing date no more than five days later. 
 
(e) If for good cause shown either party is unable to proceed at the initial hearing and requests a 
continuance and the court finds that a continuance is appropriate, the hearing may be continued. 
Unless otherwise agreed by the parties and approved by the court, the continuance shall be for no 
more than five days. If the court grants the requested continuance, the court shall also issue a 
written order continuing all provisions of the ex parte order pending the issuance of an order 
after the hearing. 
 
(f) Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this subdivision, service on the respondent may 
be made by one week published notice, as provided under section 645.11, provided the petitioner 
files with the court an affidavit stating that an attempt at personal service made by a sheriff or 
other law enforcement or corrections officer was unsuccessful because the respondent is 
avoiding service by concealment or otherwise, and that a copy of the petition and notice of 
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hearing has been mailed to the respondent at the respondent's residence or that the residence is 
not known to the petitioner. Service under this paragraph is complete seven days after 
publication. The court shall set a new hearing date if necessary to allow the respondent the five-
day minimum notice required under paragraph (d).  
 
Subd. 6. Relief by court. 
 
(a) Upon notice and hearing, the court may provide relief as follows: 
 

(1) restrain the abusing party from committing acts of domestic abuse; 
 
(2) exclude the abusing party from the dwelling which the parties share or from the 
residence of the petitioner; 
 
(3) exclude the abusing party from a reasonable area surrounding the dwelling or 
residence, which area shall be described specifically in the order; 
 
(4) award temporary custody or establish temporary parenting time with regard to minor 
children of the parties on a basis which gives primary consideration to the safety of the 
victim and the children. In addition to the primary safety considerations, the court may 
consider particular best interest factors that are found to be relevant to the temporary 
custody and parenting time award. Findings under section 257.025, 518.17, or 518.175 
are not required with respect to the particular best interest factors not considered by the 
court. If the court finds that the safety of the victim or the children will be jeopardized by 
unsupervised or unrestricted parenting time, the court shall condition or restrict parenting 
time as to time, place, duration, or supervision, or deny parenting time entirely, as needed 
to guard the safety of the victim and the children. The court's decision on custody and 
parenting time shall in no way delay the issuance of an order for protection granting other 
relief provided for in this section. The court must not enter a parenting plan under section 
518.1705 as part of an action for an order for protection;  
 
(5) on the same basis as is provided in chapter 518 or 518A, establish temporary support 
for minor children or a spouse, and order the withholding of support from the income of 
the person obligated to pay the support according to chapter 518A; 
 
(6) provide upon request of the petitioner counseling or other social services for the 
parties, if married, or if there are minor children; 
 
(7) order the abusing party to participate in treatment or counseling services, including 
requiring the abusing party to successfully complete a domestic abuse counseling 
program or educational program under section 518B.02;  
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(8) award temporary use and possession of property and restrain one or both parties from 
transferring, encumbering, concealing, or disposing of property except in the usual course 
of business or for the necessities of life, and to account to the court for all such transfers, 
encumbrances, dispositions, and expenditures made after the order is served or 
communicated to the party restrained in open court; 
 
(9) exclude the abusing party from the place of employment of the petitioner, or 
otherwise limit access to the petitioner by the abusing party at the petitioner's place of 
employment; 
 
(10) order the abusing party to have no contact with the petitioner whether in person, by 
telephone, mail, or electronic mail or messaging, through a third party, or by any other 
means; 
 
(11) order the abusing party to pay restitution to the petitioner; 
 
(12) order the continuance of all currently available insurance coverage without change 
in coverage or beneficiary designation; 
 
(13) order, in its discretion, other relief as it deems necessary for the protection of a 
family or household member, including orders or directives to the sheriff or other law 
enforcement or corrections officer as provided by this section; 
 
(14) direct the care, possession, or control of a pet or companion animal owned, 
possessed, or kept by the petitioner or respondent or a child of the petitioner or 
respondent; and 
 
(15) direct the respondent to refrain from physically abusing or injuring any pet or 
companion animal, without legal justification, known to be owned, possessed, kept, or 
held by either party or a minor child residing in the residence or household of either 
party as an indirect means of intentionally threatening the safety of such person. 

 
(b) Any relief granted by the order for protection shall be for a period not to exceed two years, 
except when the court determines a longer period is appropriate. When a referee presides at the 
hearing on the petition, the order granting relief becomes effective upon the referee's signature. 
 
(c) An order granting the relief authorized in paragraph (a), clause (1), may not be vacated or 
modified in a proceeding for dissolution of marriage or legal separation, except that the court 
may hear a motion for modification of an order for protection concurrently with a proceeding for 
dissolution of marriage upon notice of motion and motion. The notice required by court rule 
shall not be waived. If the proceedings are consolidated and the motion to modify is granted, a 
separate order for modification of an order for protection shall be issued. 
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(d) An order granting the relief authorized in paragraph (a), clause (2) or (3), is not voided by the 
admittance of the abusing party into the dwelling from which the abusing party is excluded. 
 
(e) If a proceeding for dissolution of marriage or legal separation is pending between the parties, 
the court shall provide a copy of the order for protection to the court with jurisdiction over the 
dissolution or separation proceeding for inclusion in its file. 
 
(f) An order for restitution issued under this subdivision is enforceable as civil judgment. 
 
Subd. 6a. Subsequent orders and extensions. 
 
(a) Upon application, notice to all parties, and hearing, the court may extend the relief granted in 
an existing order for protection or, if a petitioner's order for protection is no longer in effect 
when an application for subsequent relief is made, grant a new order. The court may extend the 
terms of an existing order or, if an order is no longer in effect, grant a new order upon a showing 
that: 
 

(1) the respondent has violated a prior or existing order for protection; 
 
(2) the petitioner is reasonably in fear of physical harm from the respondent; 
 
(3) the respondent has engaged in the act of stalking within the meaning of section 
609.749, subdivision 2; or  
 
(4) the respondent is incarcerated and about to be released, or has recently been released 
from incarceration. 
 

A petitioner does not need to show that physical harm is imminent to obtain an extension or a 
subsequent order under this subdivision. 
 
(b) Relief granted by the order for protection may be for a period of up to 50 years, if the court 
finds: 
 

(1) the respondent has violated a prior or existing order for protection on two or more 
occasions; or 
 
(2) the petitioner has had two or more orders for protection in effect against the same 
respondent. 

 
An order issued under this paragraph may restrain the abusing party from committing acts of 
domestic abuse; or prohibit the abusing party from having any contact with the petitioner, 
whether in person, by telephone, mail or electronic mail or messaging, through electronic 
devices, through a third party, or by any other means. 
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Subd. 7.Ex parte order. 
 
(a) Where an application under this section alleges an immediate and present danger of 
domestic abuse, the court may grant an ex parte order for protection and granting relief as the 
court deems proper, including an order: 
 

(1) restraining the abusing party from committing acts of domestic abuse; 
 
(2) excluding any party from the dwelling they share or from the residence of the other, 
including a reasonable area surrounding the dwelling or residence, which area shall be 
described specifically in the order, except by further order of the court; 
 
(3) excluding the abusing party from the place of employment of the petitioner or 
otherwise limiting access to the petitioner by the abusing party at the petitioner's place of 
employment; 
 
(4) ordering the abusing party to have no contact with the petitioner whether in person, 
by telephone, mail, e-mail, through electronic devices, or through a third party; 
 
(5) continuing all currently available insurance coverage without change in coverage or 
beneficiary designation; 
 
(6) directing the care, possession, or control of a pet or companion animal owned, 
possessed, or kept by a party or a child of a party; and 
 
(7) directing the respondent to refrain from physically abusing or injuring any pet or 
companion animal, without legal justification, known to be owned, possessed, kept, or 
held by either party or a minor child residing in the residence or household of either 
party as an indirect means of intentionally threatening the safety of such person. 

 
(b) A finding by the court that there is a basis for issuing an ex parte order for protection 
constitutes a finding that sufficient reasons exist not to require notice under applicable court 
rules governing applications for ex parte relief. 
 
(c) Subject to paragraph (d), an ex parte order for protection shall be effective for a fixed period 
set by the court, as provided in subdivision 6, paragraph (b), or until modified or vacated by the 
court pursuant to a hearing. When signed by a referee, the ex parte order becomes effective upon 
the referee's signature. Upon request, a hearing, as provided by this section, shall be set. Except 
as provided in paragraph (d), the respondent shall be personally served forthwith a copy of the ex 
parte order along with a copy of the petition and, if requested by the petitioner, notice of the date 
set for the hearing. If the petitioner does not request a hearing, an order served on a respondent 
under this subdivision must include a notice advising the respondent of the right to request a 
hearing, must be accompanied by a form that can be used by the respondent to request a hearing 
and must include a conspicuous notice that a hearing will not be held unless requested by the 
respondent within five days of service of the order. 
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(d) Service of the ex parte order may be made by published notice, as provided under 
subdivision 5, provided that the petitioner files the affidavit required under that subdivision. If 
personal service is not made or the affidavit is not filed within 14 days of issuance of the ex parte 
order, the order expires. If the petitioner does not request a hearing, the petition mailed to the 
respondent's residence, if known, must be accompanied by the form for requesting a hearing and 
notice described in paragraph (c). Unless personal service is completed, if service by published 
notice is not completed within 28 days of issuance of the ex parte order, the order expires. 
 
(e) If the petitioner seeks relief under subdivision 6 other than the relief described in paragraph 
(a), the petitioner must request a hearing to obtain the additional relief. 
 
(f) Nothing in this subdivision affects the right of a party to seek modification of an order under 
subdivision 11. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
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6.  RESTITUTION / REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS / BONDING & LIENS 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.22 (2010). Investigation of cruelty complaints. 
 
Subdivision 1. Reporting. Any person who has reason to believe that a violation of this chapter 
has taken place or is taking place may apply to any court having jurisdiction over actions 
alleging violation of that section for a warrant and for investigation. The court shall examine 
under oath the person so applying and any witnesses the applicant produces and the court shall 
take their affidavits in writing. The affidavits must set forth facts tending to establish the grounds 
for believing a violation of this chapter has occurred or is occurring, or probable cause to believe 
that a violation exists. If the court is satisfied of the existence of the grounds of the application, 
or that there is probable cause to believe a violation exists, it shall issue a signed search warrant 
and order for investigation to a peace officer in the county. The order shall command the officer 
to proceed promptly to the location of the alleged violation. The order may command that a 
doctor of veterinary medicine accompany the officer. 
 
Subd. 2. Police investigation. The peace officer shall search the place designated in the warrant 
and, together with the veterinary doctor, shall conduct an investigation of the facts surrounding 
the alleged violation. The peace officer may retain in custody, subject to the order of the court, 
any property or things which are specified in the warrant, including any animal if the warrant so 
specifies. The warrant shall contain the names of the persons presenting affidavits in support of 
the application and the grounds for its issuance. Service shall be made in accordance with the 
provisions of sections 626.13, 626.14, and 626.16. The warrant must be executed and returned to 
the court which issued the warrant within ten days after its date; after the expiration of that time 
the warrant, unless executed, is void. The officer executing the warrant shall promptly return the 
warrant to the court, and deliver to it a written inventory of the property or things taken, verified 
by the certificate of the officer. The warrant and order for investigation issued pursuant to this 
section and section 343.23 shall have the same force as a warrant issued pursuant to chapter 626. 
 
Subd. 3. Disposal of animals. Upon a proper determination by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine, any animal taken into custody pursuant to this section may be immediately disposed of 
when the animal is suffering and is beyond cure through reasonable care and treatment. All other 
animals shall be disposed of as provided in section 343.235. The authority taking custody of the 
animals may recover all costs incurred under this section. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.23 (2010). Expenses of investigation. 
 
The expenses of the investigation authorized by section 343.22, including the fee of the doctor of 
veterinary medicine, the expenses of keeping or disposing of any animal taken into custody 
pursuant to an investigation, and all other expenses reasonably incident to the investigation 
shall be paid by the county treasurer from the general fund of the county. If the person alleged to 
have violated section 343.21 is found guilty of the violation, the county shall have judgment 
against the guilty person for the amount of the expenses.  
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MINN. STAT. § 343.235 (2010). Disposition of seized animals 
 
Subdivision 1. General rule. An animal taken into custody under section 343.12, 343.22, 343.29, 
or 343.31 may be humanely disposed of at the discretion of the jurisdiction having custody of the 
animal ten days after the animal is taken into custody, provided that the procedures in 
subdivision 3 are followed. An animal raised for food or fiber products may not be seized or 
disposed of without prior examination by a licensed veterinarian pursuant to a warrant issued by 
a judge. 
 
Subd. 2. Security. A person claiming an interest in an animal in custody under subdivision 1 may 
prevent disposition of the animal by posting security in an amount sufficient to provide for the 
animal's actual costs of care and keeping. The security must be posted within ten days of the 
seizure inclusive of the date of the seizure. 
 
Subd. 3. Notice; right to hearing.  
(a) The authority taking custody of an animal under section 343.12, 343.22, 343.29, or 343.31 
shall give notice of this section by delivering or mailing it to a person claiming an interest in the 
animal or by posting a copy of it at the place where the animal is taken into custody or by 
delivering it to a person residing on the property, and telephoning, if possible. The notice must 
include: 
 

(1) a description of the animal seized; the authority and purpose for the seizure; the time, 
place, and circumstances under which the animal was seized; and the location, address, 
telephone number, and contact person where the animal is kept; 
 
(2) a statement that a person claiming an interest in the animal may post security to 
prevent disposition of the animal and may request a hearing concerning the seizure or 
impoundment and that failure to do so within ten days of the date of the notice will result 
in disposition of the animal; and 
 
(3) a statement that all actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposal of the animal are the 
responsibility of the person claiming an interest in the animal, except to the extent that a 
court or hearing officer finds that the seizure or impoundment was not substantially 
justified by law. 
 

The notice must also include a form that can be used by a person claiming an interest in the 
animal for requesting a hearing under this subdivision. 
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(b) Upon request of a person claiming an interest in the animal, which request must be made 
within ten days of the date of seizure, a hearing must be held within five business days of the 
request, to determine the validity of the seizure and impoundment. If the seizure was done 
pursuant to a warrant under section 343.22, the hearing must be conducted by the judge who 
issued the warrant. If the seizure was done under section 343.12, 343.29, or 343.31, the 
municipality taking custody of the animal or, in the case of a humane society, the municipality 
from which the animal was seized, may either (1) authorize a licensed veterinarian with no 
financial interest in the matter or professional association with either party or (2) use the services 
of a hearing officer to conduct the hearing. A person claiming an interest in the animal who is 
aggrieved by a decision of a hearing officer under this subdivision may seek a court order 
governing the seizure or impoundment within five days of notice of the order. 
 
(c) The judge or hearing officer may authorize the return of the animal, if the judge or hearing 
officer finds that: 
 

(1) the animal is physically fit; and 
 
(2) the person claiming an interest in the animal can and will provide the care required by 
law for the animal. 

 
(d) The person claiming an interest in the animal is liable for all actual costs of care, keeping, 
and disposal of the animal, except to the extent that a court or hearing officer finds that the 
seizure or impoundment was not substantially justified by law. The costs must be paid in full or a 
mutually satisfactory arrangement for payment must be made between the municipality and the 
person claiming an interest in the animal before return of the animal to the person. 
 
  
MINN. STAT. § 343.29 (2010). Exposure of animals; duty of officers. 
 
Subdivision 1. Delivery to shelter. Any peace officer, animal control officer, or agent of the 
federation or county or district societies for the prevention of cruelty, may remove, shelter, and 
care for any animal which is not properly sheltered from cold, hot, or inclement weather or any 
animal not properly fed and watered, or provided with suitable food and drink in circumstances 
that threaten the life of the animal. When necessary, a peace officer, animal control officer, or 
agent may deliver the animal to another person to be sheltered and cared for, and furnished with 
suitable food and drink. In all cases, the owner, if known, shall be immediately notified as 
provided in section 343.235, subdivision 3, and the person having possession of the animal, shall 
have a lien thereon for its actual costs of care and keeping and the expenses of the notice. If the 
owner or custodian is unknown and cannot by reasonable effort be ascertained, or does not, 
within ten days after notice, redeem the animal by paying the expenses authorized by this 
subdivision, the animal may be disposed of as provided in section 343.235. 
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Subd. 2. Disposal of animals. Upon a proper determination by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine, any animal taken into custody pursuant to subdivision 1 may be immediately disposed 
of when the animal is suffering and is beyond cure through reasonable care and treatment. The 
expenses of disposal shall be subject to the provisions of section 343.23. 
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7.  SEIZURE / ON-SITE SUPERVISION 
  
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.12 (2010). Duties of peace officers. 
 
Upon application of any agent appointed by the federation or a county or district society, it shall 
be the duty of, any sheriff or the agent's deputy or any police officer to investigate any alleged 
violation of the law relative to cruelty to animals, and to arrest any person found violating those 
laws. It shall also be the duty of those officers to take possession of any animals in their 
respective jurisdictions which have been cruelly treated, and deliver the same to the proper 
officers of the county or district for custody and care. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.22 (2010). Investigation of cruelty complaints. 
 
Subdivision 1. Reporting. Any person who has reason to believe that a violation of this chapter 
has taken place or is taking place may apply to any court having jurisdiction over actions 
alleging violation of that section for a warrant and for investigation. The court shall examine 
under oath the person so applying and any witnesses the applicant produces and the court shall 
take their affidavits in writing. The affidavits must set forth facts tending to establish the grounds 
for believing a violation of this chapter has occurred or is occurring, or probable cause to 
believe that a violation exists. If the court is satisfied of the existence of the grounds of the 
application, or that there is probable cause to believe a violation exists, it shall issue a signed 
search warrant and order for investigation to a peace officer in the county. The order shall 
command the officer to proceed promptly to the location of the alleged violation. The order may 
command that a doctor of veterinary medicine accompany the officer. 
 
Subd. 2. Police investigation. The peace officer shall search the place designated in the warrant 
and, together with the veterinary doctor, shall conduct an investigation of the facts surrounding 
the alleged violation. The peace officer may retain in custody, subject to the order of the court, 
any property or things which are specified in the warrant, including any animal if the warrant so 
specifies. The warrant shall contain the names of the persons presenting affidavits in support of 
the application and the grounds for its issuance. Service shall be made in accordance with the 
provisions of sections 626.13, 626.14, and 626.16. The warrant must be executed and returned to 
the court which issued the warrant within ten days after its date; after the expiration of that time 
the warrant, unless executed, is void. The officer executing the warrant shall promptly return the 
warrant to the court, and deliver to it a written inventory of the property or things taken, verified 
by the certificate of the officer. The warrant and order for investigation issued pursuant to this 
section and section 343.23 shall have the same force as a warrant issued pursuant to chapter  
626. 
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Subd. 3. Disposal of animals. Upon a proper determination by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine, any animal taken into custody pursuant to this section may be immediately disposed of 
when the animal is suffering and is beyond cure through reasonable care and treatment. All other 
animals shall be disposed of as provided in section 343.235. The authority taking custody of the 
animals may recover all costs incurred under this section. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.235 (2010). Disposition of seized animals 
 
Subdivision 1. General rule. An animal taken into custody under section 343.12, 343.22, 343.29, 
or 343.31 may be humanely disposed of at the discretion of the jurisdiction having custody of the 
animal ten days after the animal is taken into custody, provided that the procedures in 
subdivision 3 are followed. An animal raised for food or fiber products may not be seized or 
disposed of without prior examination by a licensed veterinarian pursuant to a warrant issued by 
a judge. 
 
Subd. 2. Security. A person claiming an interest in an animal in custody under subdivision 1 may 
prevent disposition of the animal by posting security in an amount sufficient to provide for the 
animal's actual costs of care and keeping. The security must be posted within ten days of the 
seizure inclusive of the date of the seizure. 
 
Subd. 3. Notice; right to hearing.  
(a) The authority taking custody of an animal under section 343.12, 343.22, 343.29, or 343.31 
shall give notice of this section by delivering or mailing it to a person claiming an interest in the 
animal or by posting a copy of it at the place where the animal is taken into custody or by 
delivering it to a person residing on the property, and telephoning, if possible. The notice must 
include: 
 

(1) a description of the animal seized; the authority and purpose for the seizure; the time, 
place, and circumstances under which the animal was seized; and the location, address, 
telephone number, and contact person where the animal is kept; 
 
(2) a statement that a person claiming an interest in the animal may post security to 
prevent disposition of the animal and may request a hearing concerning the seizure or 
impoundment and that failure to do so within ten days of the date of the notice will result 
in disposition of the animal; and 
 
(3) a statement that all actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposal of the animal are 
the responsibility of the person claiming an interest in the animal, except to the extent 
that a court or hearing officer finds that the seizure or impoundment was not 
substantially justified by law. 
 

The notice must also include a form that can be used by a person claiming an interest in the 
animal for requesting a hearing under this subdivision. 
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(b) Upon request of a person claiming an interest in the animal, which request must be made 
within ten days of the date of seizure, a hearing must be held within five business days of the 
request, to determine the validity of the seizure and impoundment. If the seizure was done 
pursuant to a warrant under section 343.22, the hearing must be conducted by the judge who 
issued the warrant. If the seizure was done under section 343.12, 343.29, or 343.31, the 
municipality taking custody of the animal or, in the case of a humane society, the municipality 
from which the animal was seized, may either (1) authorize a licensed veterinarian with no 
financial interest in the matter or professional association with either party or (2) use the 
services of a hearing officer to conduct the hearing. A person claiming an interest in the animal 
who is aggrieved by a decision of a hearing officer under this subdivision may seek a court order 
governing the seizure or impoundment within five days of notice of the order. 
 
(c) The judge or hearing officer may authorize the return of the animal, if the judge or hearing 
officer finds that: 
 

(1) the animal is physically fit; and 
 
(2) the person claiming an interest in the animal can and will provide the care required 
by law for the animal. 

 
(d) The person claiming an interest in the animal is liable for all actual costs of care, keeping, 
and disposal of the animal, except to the extent that a court or hearing officer finds that the 
seizure or impoundment was not substantially justified by law. The costs must be paid in full or a 
mutually satisfactory arrangement for payment must be made between the municipality and the 
person claiming an interest in the animal before return of the animal to the person. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.29 (2010). Exposure of animals; duty of officers. 
 
Subdivision 1. Delivery to shelter. Any peace officer, animal control officer, or agent of the 
federation or county or district societies for the prevention of cruelty, may remove, shelter, and 
care for any animal which is not properly sheltered from cold, hot, or inclement weather or any 
animal not properly fed and watered, or provided with suitable food and drink in circumstances 
that threaten the life of the animal. When necessary, a peace officer, animal control officer, or 
agent may deliver the animal to another person to be sheltered and cared for, and furnished with 
suitable food and drink. In all cases, the owner, if known, shall be immediately notified as 
provided in section 343.235, subdivision 3, and the person having possession of the animal, shall 
have a lien thereon for its actual costs of care and keeping and the expenses of the notice. If the 
owner or custodian is unknown and cannot by reasonable effort be ascertained, or does not, 
within ten days after notice, redeem the animal by paying the expenses authorized by this 
subdivision, the animal may be disposed of as provided in section 343.235. 
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Subd. 2. Disposal of animals. Upon a proper determination by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine, any animal taken into custody pursuant to subdivision 1 may be immediately disposed  
of when the animal is suffering and is beyond cure through reasonable care and treatment. The 
expenses of disposal shall be subject to the provisions of section 343.23.  
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8.  FORFEITURE / POSSESSION 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.21 (2010). Overworking or mistreating animals; penalty 
 
Subdivision 1. Torture. No person shall overdrive, overload, torture, cruelly beat, neglect, or 
unjustifiably injure, maim, mutilate, or kill any animal, or cruelly work any animal when it is 
unfit for labor, whether it belongs to that person or to another person. 
 
Subd. 2. Nourishment; shelter. No person shall deprive any animal over which the person has 
charge or control of necessary food, water, or shelter. 
 
Subd. 3. Enclosure. No person shall keep any cow or other animal in any enclosure without 
providing wholesome exercise and change of air. 
 
Subd. 4. Low feed. No person shall feed any cow on food which produces impure or 
unwholesome milk. 
 
Subd. 5. Abandonment. No person shall abandon any animal. 
 
Subd. 6. Temporary abandonment. No person shall allow any maimed, sick, infirm, or disabled 
animal to lie in any street, road, or other public place for more than three hours after receiving 
notice of the animal's condition. 
 
Subd. 7. Cruelty. No person shall willfully instigate or in any way further any act of cruelty to 
any animal or animals, or any act tending to produce cruelty to animals. 
 
Subd. 8. Caging. No person shall cage any animal for public display purposes unless the display 
cage is constructed of solid material on three sides to protect the caged animal from the elements 
and unless the horizontal dimension of each side of the cage is at least four times the length of 
the caged animal. The provisions of this subdivision do not apply to the Minnesota State 
Agricultural Society, the Minnesota State Fair, or to the county agricultural societies, county 
fairs, to any agricultural display of caged animals by any political subdivision of the state of 
Minnesota, or to district, regional or national educational livestock or poultry exhibitions. The 
provisions of this subdivision do not apply to captive wildlife, the exhibition of which is 
regulated by section 97A.041. 
 
Subd. 8a. Harming a service animal. No person shall intentionally and without justification do 
either of the following to a service animal while it is providing service or while it is in the 
custody of the person it serves:  

 
(1) cause bodily harm to the animal; or  
 
(2) otherwise render the animal unable to perform its duties. 
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Subd. 9. Penalty.  
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, a person who fails to comply with any 
provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person convicted of a second or 
subsequent violation of subdivision 1 or 7 within five years of a previous violation of 
subdivision 1 or 7 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(b) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000, or both. 
 
(c) A person convicted of violating paragraph (b) within five years of a previous gross 
misdemeanor or felony conviction for violating this section may be sentenced to imprisonment 
for not more than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(d) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more 
than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(e) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation renders the service animal unable 
to perform its duties is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(f) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in substantial bodily harm to 
a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to payment of 
a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(g) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, 
or terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(h) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in death or great bodily 
harm to a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
(i) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, or 
terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
Subd. 9a. Harm to service animals; mandatory restitution and civil remedies. 
 
(a) The court shall order a person convicted of violating subdivision 8a to pay restitution for the 
costs and expenses resulting from the crime. Costs and expenses include, but are not limited to, 
the service animal user's loss of income, veterinary expenses, transportation costs, and other 
expenses of temporary replacement assistance services, and service animal replacement or 
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retraining costs incurred by a school, agency, or individual. If the court finds that the convicted 
person is indigent, the court may reduce the amount of restitution to a reasonable level or order it 
paid in installments. 
 
(b) This section does not preclude a person from seeking any available civil remedies for an act 
that violates subdivision 8a. 
 
Subd. 10. Restrictions. If a person is convicted of violating this section, the court shall require 
that pet or companion animals that have not been seized by a peace officer or agent and are in 
the custody or control of the person must be turned over to a peace officer or other appropriate 
officer or agent unless the court determines that the person is able and fit to provide adequately 
for an animal. If the evidence indicates lack of proper and reasonable care of an animal, the 
burden is on the person to affirmatively demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that the 
person is able and fit to have custody of and provide adequately for an animal. The court may 
limit the person's further possession or custody of pet or companion animals, and may impose 
other conditions the court considers appropriate, including, but not limited to: 
 

(1) imposing a probation period during which the person may not have ownership, 
custody, or control of a pet or companion animal; 
 
(2) requiring periodic visits of the person by an animal control officer or agent appointed 
pursuant to section 343.01, subdivision 1; 
 
(3) requiring performance by the person of community service; and 
 
(4) requiring the person to receive psychological, behavioral, or other counseling. 

 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.22 (2010). Investigation of cruelty complaints 
 
Subdivision 1. Reporting. Any person who has reason to believe that a violation of this chapter 
has taken place or is taking place may apply to any court having jurisdiction over actions 
alleging violation of that section for a warrant and for investigation. The court shall examine 
under oath the person so applying and any witnesses the applicant produces and the court shall 
take their affidavits in writing. The affidavits must set forth facts tending to establish the grounds 
for believing a violation of this chapter has occurred or is occurring, or probable cause to believe 
that a violation exists. If the court is satisfied of the existence of the grounds of the application, 
or that there is probable cause to believe a violation exists, it shall issue a signed search warrant 
and order for investigation to a peace officer in the county. The order shall command the officer 
to proceed promptly to the location of the alleged violation. The order may command that a 
doctor of veterinary medicine accompany the officer. 
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Subd. 2. Police investigation. The peace officer shall search the place designated in the warrant 
and, together with the veterinary doctor, shall conduct an investigation of the facts surrounding 
the alleged violation. The peace officer may retain in custody, subject to the order of the court, 
any property or things which are specified in the warrant, including any animal if the warrant so 
specifies. The warrant shall contain the names of the persons presenting affidavits in support of 
the application and the grounds for its issuance. Service shall be made in accordance with the 
provisions of sections 626.13, 626.14, and 626.16. The warrant must be executed and returned to 
the court which issued the warrant within ten days after its date; after the expiration of that time 
the warrant, unless executed, is void. The officer executing the warrant shall promptly return the 
warrant to the court, and deliver to it a written inventory of the property or things taken, verified 
by the certificate of the officer. The warrant and order for investigation issued pursuant to this 
section and section 343.23 shall have the same force as a warrant issued pursuant to chapter 626. 
 
Subd. 3. Disposal of animals. Upon a proper determination by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine, any animal taken into custody pursuant to this section may be immediately disposed of 
when the animal is suffering and is beyond cure through reasonable care and treatment. All 
other animals shall be disposed of as provided in section 343.235. The authority taking custody 
of the animals may recover all costs incurred under this section. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.235 (2010). Disposition of seized animals 
 
Subdivision 1. General rule. An animal taken into custody under section 343.12, 343.22, 343.29, 
or 343.31 may be humanely disposed of at the discretion of the jurisdiction having custody of the 
animal ten days after the animal is taken into custody, provided that the procedures in 
subdivision 3 are followed. An animal raised for food or fiber products may not be seized or 
disposed of without prior examination by a licensed veterinarian pursuant to a warrant issued by 
a judge. 
 
Subd. 2. Security. A person claiming an interest in an animal in custody under subdivision 1 may 
prevent disposition of the animal by posting security in an amount sufficient to provide for the 
animal's actual costs of care and keeping. The security must be posted within ten days of the 
seizure inclusive of the date of the seizure. 
 
Subd. 3. Notice; right to hearing.  
(a) The authority taking custody of an animal under section 343.12, 343.22, 343.29, or 343.31 
shall give notice of this section by delivering or mailing it to a person claiming an interest in the 
animal or by posting a copy of it at the place where the animal is taken into custody or by 
delivering it to a person residing on the property, and telephoning, if possible. The notice must 
include: 
 

(1) a description of the animal seized; the authority and purpose for the seizure; the time, 
place, and circumstances under which the animal was seized; and the location, address, 
telephone number, and contact person where the animal is kept; 
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(2) a statement that a person claiming an interest in the animal may post security to 
prevent disposition of the animal and may request a hearing concerning the seizure or 
impoundment and that failure to do so within ten days of the date of the notice will result 
in disposition of the animal; and 
 
(3) a statement that all actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposal of the animal are 
the responsibility of the person claiming an interest in the animal, except to the extent 
that a court or hearing officer finds that the seizure or impoundment was not 
substantially justified by law. 
 

The notice must also include a form that can be used by a person claiming an interest in the 
animal for requesting a hearing under this subdivision. 
 
(b) Upon request of a person claiming an interest in the animal, which request must be made 
within ten days of the date of seizure, a hearing must be held within five business days of the 
request, to determine the validity of the seizure and impoundment. If the seizure was done 
pursuant to a warrant under section 343.22, the hearing must be conducted by the judge who 
issued the warrant. If the seizure was done under section 343.12, 343.29, or 343.31, the 
municipality taking custody of the animal or, in the case of a humane society, the municipality 
from which the animal was seized, may either (1) authorize a licensed veterinarian with no 
financial interest in the matter or professional association with either party or (2) use the 
services of a hearing officer to conduct the hearing. A person claiming an interest in the animal 
who is aggrieved by a decision of a hearing officer under this subdivision may seek a court order 
governing the seizure or impoundment within five days of notice of the order. 
 
(c) The judge or hearing officer may authorize the return of the animal, if the judge or hearing 
officer finds that: 
 

(1) the animal is physically fit; and 
 
(2) the person claiming an interest in the animal can and will provide the care required 
by law for the animal. 

 
(d) The person claiming an interest in the animal is liable for all actual costs of care, keeping, 
and disposal of the animal, except to the extent that a court or hearing officer finds that the 
seizure or impoundment was not substantially justified by law. The costs must be paid in full or a 
mutually satisfactory arrangement for payment must be made between the municipality and the 
person claiming an interest in the animal before return of the animal to the person. 
 
 



MN-51 

MINN. STAT. § 343.29 (2010). Exposure of animals; duty of officers. 
 
Subdivision 1. Delivery to shelter. Any peace officer, animal control officer, or agent of the 
federation or county or district societies for the prevention of cruelty, may remove, shelter, and 
care for any animal which is not properly sheltered from cold, hot, or inclement weather or any 
animal not properly fed and watered, or provided with suitable food and drink in circumstances 
that threaten the life of the animal. When necessary, a peace officer, animal control officer, or 
agent may deliver the animal to another person to be sheltered and cared for, and furnished with 
suitable food and drink. In all cases, the owner, if known, shall be immediately notified as 
provided in section 343.235, subdivision 3, and the person having possession of the animal, shall 
have a lien thereon for its actual costs of care and keeping and the expenses of the notice. If the 
owner or custodian is unknown and cannot by reasonable effort be ascertained, or does not, 
within ten days after notice, redeem the animal by paying the expenses authorized by this 
subdivision, the animal may be disposed of as provided in section 343.235. 
 
Subd. 2. Disposal of animals. Upon a proper determination by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine, any animal taken into custody pursuant to subdivision 1 may be immediately disposed 
of when the animal is suffering and is beyond cure through reasonable care and treatment. The 
expenses of disposal shall be subject to the provisions of section 343.23.  
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9. CROSS ENFORCEMENT / REPORTING 
 
 

----- 
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10.  VETERINARIAN REPORTING / IMMUNITY 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 346.37 (2010). General provisions. 
 
Subdivision 1. Abandoned animals.  

 
(a) If an animal is left with a veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility 
pursuant to a written agreement with the owner or person in possession of the animal and 
the owner or lawful possessor of the animal has not claimed the animal within ten days 
after notice in accordance with paragraph (b) or (d), the animal is abandoned and the 
owner has no further rights or claim to the animal. 
 
(b) The notice required under paragraph (a), must be given by the veterinarian, boarding 
facility, or commercial facility to the owner or the owner's agent at the person's last 
known address by certified mail, return receipt requested, or may be served upon the 
owner or owner's agent in the manner that a summons is served in a civil court action in 
the district courts. The notice must notify the owner or owner's agent that the animal may 
be redeemed by paying all prior expenses incurred within ten days or the animal is 
abandoned and will be disposed of in accordance with this subdivision. 
 
(c) If the animal is not claimed within ten days, the veterinarian, boarding facility, or 
commercial facility becomes the owner of the animal and the animal may be disposed of 
by the veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility as they consider proper. 
Upon the veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility becoming the owner of 
the animal, the veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility is relieved of any 
liability for disposal of the animal. 
 
(d) If the notice under paragraph (c) is not given to the owner or owner's agent, or if the 
address of the owner or owner's agent is not known, notice must be given by the 
veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility by publishing one notice in a legal 
newspaper circulated in the county where the animal was delivered to the veterinarian, 
boarding facility, or commercial facility not less than ten days before the animal is to 
become the property of the veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility under 
paragraph (c). The published notice must contain the information required in paragraph 
(b). 
 
(e) Each veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility shall warn its patrons of 
the provisions of this subdivision by a conspicuously posted notice or by conspicuous 
type in a written document delivered to the owner or the owner's agent. 

 
Subd. 2. Good samaritans. A person is not liable for rendering humane assistance to an injured 
pet or companion animal. 
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Subd. 3. Cruel training or handling. A person may not inflict cruelty on a pet or companion 
animal by the use of a cruel training or handling device or method. 
 
Subd. 4. Health care. Adequate health care, including parasite and pest control, must be provided 
to each pet or companion animal. 
 
Subd. 5. Interpretation of terms. A dispute as to the meaning of "abuse," "cruelty," or "neglect" 
shall be resolved by an expert opinion. 
 
Subd. 6. Reports of abuse, cruelty, or neglect. A veterinarian must report known or suspected 
cases of abuse, cruelty, or neglect to peace officers and humane agents as provided in 343.12 
and 343.29. 
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11.  LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.01 (2010) Purposes; powers; county organization. 
 
Subdivision 1. Formation authorized. A state federation of county and district societies for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals may be created as a corporation under chapter 317A for the 
purpose provided in section 343.06. The federation may appoint representatives in any county 
where no active county or district society exists for the purpose of receiving and accounting for 
funds from any source, and may also appoint agents at large to carry out the work of the 
federation throughout the state. The federation and all county and district societies may appoint 
agents for the purpose of investigating or otherwise assisting lawfully empowered officials in the 
prosecution of persons charged with cruelty to animals. Appointed agents must have training 
and experience in activities relating to prevention of cruelty to animals or enforcement of laws 
relating to cruelty to animals. The federation may make bylaws as are necessary to implement its 
authority under this chapter and under chapter 317A. 
 
Subd. 1a. Minnesota humane society; continuation confirmed. The Minnesota humane society, 
also known as the Minnesota society for the prevention of cruelty, is confirmed and continued as 
a nonprofit organization under chapter 317A. 
 
Subd. 1b. Independent organizations; powers of the federated humane societies.  

 
(a) The Minnesota humane society, also known as the Minnesota society for the 
prevention of cruelty, and the Minnesota federated humane societies are not affiliated 
with each other or with the state of Minnesota. 
 
(b) The Minnesota federated humane societies have the powers given to it under this 
chapter. 

 
Subd. 2. Unauthorized use of names prohibited. It is unlawful for any organization, association, 
firm or corporation not named in this chapter to refer to itself as or in any way to use the names 
Minnesota federated humane societies, Minnesota society for the prevention of cruelty, the 
Minnesota humane society, or any combination of words or phrases using the above names 
which would imply that it represents, acts in behalf or is a branch of the society or the federation. 
 
Subd. 3. Powers and duties. The federation and the society must each be governed by a board of 
directors designated in accordance with chapter 317A. The powers, duties, and organization of 
the federation and the society and other matters for the conduct of the business of the federation 
and the society are as provided in chapter 317A and in the articles of incorporation and bylaws 
of each organization. 
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MINN. STAT. § 343.12 (2010). Duties of peace officers. 
 
Upon application of any agent appointed by the federation or a county or district society, it shall 
be the duty of any sheriff or the agent=s deputy or any police officer to investigate any alleged 
violation of the law relative to cruelty to animals, and to arrest any person found violating those 
laws. It shall also be the duty of those officers to take possession of any animals in their 
respective jurisdictions which have been cruelly treated, and deliver the same to the proper 
officers of the county or district for custody and care. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.22 (2010). Investigation of cruelty complaints. 
 
Subdivision 1. Reporting. Any person who has reason to believe that a violation of this chapter 
has taken place or is taking place may apply to any court having jurisdiction over actions 
alleging violation of that section for a warrant and for investigation. The court shall examine 
under oath the person so applying and any witnesses the applicant produces and the court shall 
take their affidavits in writing. The affidavits must set forth facts tending to establish the grounds 
for believing a violation of this chapter has occurred or is occurring, or probable cause to 
believe that a violation exists. If the court is satisfied of the existence of the grounds of the 
application, or that there is probable cause to believe a violation exists, it shall issue a signed 
search warrant and order for investigation to a peace officer in the county. The order shall 
command the officer to proceed promptly to the location of the alleged violation. The order may 
command that a doctor of veterinary medicine accompany the officer. 
 
Subd. 2. Police investigation. The peace officer shall search the place designated in the warrant 
and, together with the veterinary doctor, shall conduct an investigation of the facts surrounding 
the alleged violation. The peace officer may retain in custody, subject to the order of the court, 
any property or things which are specified in the warrant, including any animal if the warrant so 
specifies. The warrant shall contain the names of the persons presenting affidavits in support of 
the application and the grounds for its issuance. Service shall be made in accordance with the 
provisions of sections 626.13, 626.14, and 626.16. The warrant must be executed and returned to 
the court which issued the warrant within ten days after its date; after the expiration of that time 
the warrant, unless executed, is void. The officer executing the warrant shall promptly return the 
warrant to the court, and deliver to it a written inventory of the property or things taken, verified 
by the certificate of the officer. The warrant and order for investigation issued pursuant to this 
section and section 343.23 shall have the same force as a warrant issued pursuant to chapter 
626. 
 
Subd. 3. Disposal of animals. Upon a proper determination by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine, any animal taken into custody pursuant to this section may be immediately disposed of 
when the animal is suffering and is beyond cure through reasonable care and treatment. All other 
animals shall be disposed of as provided in section 343.235. The authority taking custody of the 
animals may recover all costs incurred under this section.  
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12. SEXUAL ASSAULT 
 

 
MINN. STAT. § 609.294 (2010). Bestiality 
 
Whoever carnally knows a dead body or an animal or bird is guilty of bestiality, which is a 
misdemeanor. If knowingly done in the presence of another the person may be sentenced to 
imprisonment for not more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000 or 
both. 
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13. FIGHTING 
 

 
MINN. STAT. § 343.31 (2010). Animal fights and possession of fighting animals 
 
Subdivision 1. Penalty for animal fighting; attending animal fight. 
 
(a) Whoever does any of the following is guilty of a felony: 
 

(1) promotes, engages in, or is employed in the activity of cockfighting, dogfighting, or 
violent pitting of one pet or companion animal as defined in section 346.36,  subdivision 
6, against another of the same or a different kind; 
 
(2) receives money for the admission of a person to a place used, or about to be used, for 
that activity; 
 
(3) willfully permits a person to enter or use for that activity premises of which the 
permitter is the owner, agent, or occupant; or 
 
(4) uses, trains, or possesses a dog or other animal for the purpose of participating in, 
engaging in, or promoting that activity. 
 

(b) Whoever purchases a ticket of admission or otherwise gains admission to that the activity of 
cockfighting, dogfighting, or violent pitting of one pet or companion animal as defined in section 
346.36, subdivision 6, against another of the same or a different kind is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor. 
 
(c) Whoever possesses any device or substance with intent to use or permit the use of the device 
or substance to enhance an animal's ability to fight is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(d) This subdivision shall not apply to the taking of a wild animal by hunting. 
 
Subd. 2. Presumption of training a fighting dog. There is a rebuttable presumption that a dog 
has been trained or is being trained to fight if: 
 
(1) the dog exhibits fresh wounds, scarring, or other indications that the dog has been or will be 
used for fighting; and 
 
(2) the person possesses training apparatus, paraphernalia, or drugs known to be used to 
prepare dogs to be fought. 
 
This presumption may be rebutted by a preponderance of the evidence. 
 
Subd. 3. Presumption of training fighting birds. There is a rebuttable presumption that a bird 
has been trained or is being trained to fight if: 
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(1) the bird exhibits fresh wounds, scarring, or other indications that the bird has been or will be 
used for fighting; or 
 
(2) the person possesses training apparatus, paraphernalia, or drugs known to be used to 
prepare birds to be fought. 
 
This presumption may be rebutted by a preponderance of the evidence. 
 
Subd. 4. Peace officer duties. Animals described in subdivisions 2 and 3 are dangerous weapons 
and constitute an immediate danger to the safety of humans. A peace officer or animal control 
authority may remove, shelter, and care for an animal found in the circumstances described in 
subdivision 2 or 3. If necessary, a peace officer or animal control authority may deliver the 
animal to another person to be sheltered and cared for. In all cases, the peace officer or animal 
control authority must immediately notify the owner, if known, as provided in subdivision 5. The 
peace officer, animal control authority, or other person assuming care of the animal shall have a 
lien on it for the actual cost of care and keeping of the animal. If the owner or custodian is 
unknown and cannot by reasonable effort be ascertained, or does not, within ten days after 
notice, redeem the animal by paying the expenses authorized by this subdivision, the animal may 
be disposed of as provided in subdivision 5. 
 
Subd. 5. Disposition.  
 
(a) An animal taken into custody under subdivision 4 may be humanely disposed of at the 
discretion of the jurisdiction having custody of the animal ten days after the animal is taken into 
custody, if the procedures in paragraph (c) are followed. 
 
(b) The owner of an animal taken into custody under subdivision 4 may prevent disposition of the 
animal by posting security in an amount sufficient to provide for the actual costs of care and 
keeping of the animal. The security must be posted within ten days of the seizure inclusive of the 
date of the seizure. If, however, a hearing is scheduled within ten days of the seizure, the security 
amount must be posted prior to the hearing. 
 
(c)  

(1) The authority taking custody of an animal under subdivision 4 must give notice of this 
section by delivering or mailing it to the owner of the animal, posting a copy of it at the 
place where the animal is taken into custody, or delivering it to a person residing on the 
property and telephoning, if possible. The notice must include: 

 
(i) a description of the animal seized; the authority and purpose for the seizure; 
the time, place, and circumstances under which the animal was seized; and the 
location, address, and telephone number of a contact person who knows where 
the animal is kept; 
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(ii) a statement that the owner of the animal may post security to prevent 
disposition of the animal and may request a hearing concerning the seizure and 
impoundment and that failure to do so within ten days of the date of the notice 
will result in disposition of the animal; and 
 
(iii) a statement that all actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposal of the 
animal are the responsibility of the owner of the animal, except to the extent that 
a court or hearing officer finds that the seizure or impoundment was not 
substantially justified by law. The notice must also include a form that can be 
used by a person claiming an interest in the animal for requesting a hearing. 
 

(2) The owner may request a hearing within ten days of the date of the seizure. If 
requested, a hearing must be held within five business days of the request to determine 
the validity of the impoundment. The municipality taking custody of the animal or the 
municipality from which the animal was seized may either (i) authorize a licensed 
veterinarian with no financial interest in the matter or professional association with 
either party, or (ii) use the services of a hearing officer to conduct the hearing. An owner 
may appeal the hearing officer's decision to the district court within five days of the 
notice of the decision. 

 
(3) The judge or hearing officer may authorize the return of the animal if the judge or 
hearing officer finds that (i) the animal is physically fit, (ii) the person claiming an 
interest in the animal can and will provide the care required by law for the animal, and 
(iii) the animal has not been used for violent pitting or fighting. 
 
(4) The person claiming an interest in the animal is liable for all actual costs of care, 
keeping, and disposal of the animal, except to the extent that a court or hearing officer 
finds that the seizure or impoundment was not substantially justified by law. The costs 
must be paid in full or a mutually satisfactory arrangement for payment must be made 
between the municipality and the person claiming an interest in the animal before the 
return of the animal to the person. 

 
Subd. 6. Photographs.  
 
(a) Photographs of animals seized during an investigation are competent evidence if the 
photographs are admissible into evidence under all the rules of law governing the admissibility 
of photographs into evidence. A satisfactorily identified photographic record is as admissible in 
evidence as the animal itself. 
 
(b) A photograph must be accompanied by a written description of the animals seized, the name 
of the owner of the animals seized, the date of the photograph, and the name, address, 
organization, and signature of the photographer. 
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Subd. 7. Veterinary investigative report.  
 
(a) A report completed by a Minnesota licensed veterinarian following an examination of an 
animal seized during an investigation is competent evidence. A satisfactorily identified 
veterinary investigative report is as admissible in evidence as the animal itself. 
 
(b) The veterinary investigative report may contain a written description of the animal seized, 
the medical evaluation of the physical findings, the prognosis for recovery, and the date of the 
examination and must contain the name, address, veterinary clinic, and signature of the 
veterinarian performing the examination. 
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14. REFERENCED STATUTES  
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.01 (2010) Purposes; powers; county organization. 
 
Subdivision 1. Formation authorized. A state federation of county and district societies for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals may be created as a corporation under chapter 317A for the 
purpose provided in section 343.06. The federation may appoint representatives in any county 
where no active county or district society exists for the purpose of receiving and accounting for 
funds from any source, and may also appoint agents at large to carry out the work of the 
federation throughout the state. The federation and all county and district societies may appoint 
agents for the purpose of investigating or otherwise assisting lawfully empowered officials in the 
prosecution of persons charged with cruelty to animals. Appointed agents must have training and 
experience in activities relating to prevention of cruelty to animals or enforcement of laws 
relating to cruelty to animals. The federation may make bylaws as are necessary to implement its 
authority under this chapter and under chapter 317A. 
 
Subd. 1a. Minnesota humane society; continuation confirmed. The Minnesota humane society, 
also known as the Minnesota society for the prevention of cruelty, is confirmed and continued as 
a nonprofit organization under chapter 317A. 
 
Subd. 1b. Independent organizations; powers of the federated humane societies.  

 
(a) The Minnesota humane society, also known as the Minnesota society for the 
prevention of cruelty, and the Minnesota federated humane societies are not affiliated 
with each other or with the state of Minnesota. 
 
(b) The Minnesota federated humane societies have the powers given to it under this 
chapter. 

 
Subd. 2. Unauthorized use of names prohibited. It is unlawful for any organization, association, 
firm or corporation not named in this chapter to refer to itself as or in any way to use the names 
Minnesota federated humane societies, Minnesota society for the prevention of cruelty, the 
Minnesota humane society, or any combination of words or phrases using the above names 
which would imply that it represents, acts in behalf or is a branch of the society or the federation. 
 
Subd. 3. Powers and duties. The federation and the society must each be governed by a board of 
directors designated in accordance with chapter 317A. The powers, duties, and organization of 
the federation and the society and other matters for the conduct of the business of the federation 
and the society are as provided in chapter 317A and in the articles of incorporation and bylaws 
of each organization. 
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MINN. STAT. § 343.12 (2010). Duties of peace officers. 
 
Upon application of any agent appointed by the federation or a county or district society, it shall 
be the duty of any sheriff or the agent=s deputy or any police officer to investigate any alleged 
violation of the law relative to cruelty to animals, and to arrest any person found violating those 
laws. It shall also be the duty of those officers to take possession of any animals in their 
respective jurisdictions which have been cruelly treated, and deliver the same to the proper 
officers of the county or district for custody and care. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.20 (2010). Definitions 
 
Subdivision 1. Application. Except as otherwise indicated by the context, for purposes of 
sections 343.20 to 343.36, the terms defined in this section have the meanings given them. 
 
Subd. 2. Animal. "Animal" means every living creature except members of the human race. 
 
Subd. 3. Torture; cruelty. "Torture" or "cruelty" means every act, omission, or neglect which 
causes or permits unnecessary or unjustifiable pain, suffering, or death. 
 
Subd. 4. Impure milk. "Impure and unwholesome milk" means all milk obtained from diseased 
or unhealthy animals, or from animals fed on any substance which is putrefied or fermented. 
 
Subd. 5. Animal control officer. "Animal control officer" means an officer employed by or under 
contract with an agency of the state, county, municipality, or other governmental subdivision of 
the state which is responsible for animal control operations in its jurisdiction. 
 
Subd. 6. Pet or companion animal. "Pet or companion animal" includes any animal owned, 
possessed by, cared for, or controlled by a person for the present or future enjoyment of that 
person or another as a pet or companion, or any stray pet or stray companion animal. 
 
Subd. 7. Service animal. "Service animal" means an animal trained to assist a person with a 
disability. 
 
Subd. 8. Substantial bodily harm. "Substantial bodily harm" means bodily injury which involves 
a temporary but substantial disfigurement, or which causes a temporary but substantial loss or 
impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ, or which causes a fracture of any 
bodily member to a service animal or a pet or companion animal. 
 
Subd. 9. Great bodily harm. "Great bodily harm" means bodily injury which creates a high 
probability of death, or which causes serious permanent disfigurement, or which causes a 
permanent or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ, or 
other serious bodily harm to a service animal or a pet or companion animal. 
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MINN. STAT. § 343.21 (2010). Overworking or mistreating animals; penalty 
 
Subdivision 1. Torture. No person shall overdrive, overload, torture, cruelly beat, neglect, or 
unjustifiably injure, maim, mutilate, or kill any animal, or cruelly work any animal when it is 
unfit for labor, whether it belongs to that person or to another person. 
 
Subd. 2. Nourishment; shelter. No person shall deprive any animal over which the person has 
charge or control of necessary food, water, or shelter. 
 
Subd. 3. Enclosure. No person shall keep any cow or other animal in any enclosure without 
providing wholesome exercise and change of air. 
 
Subd. 4. Low feed. No person shall feed any cow on food which produces impure or 
unwholesome milk. 
 
Subd. 5. Abandonment. No person shall abandon any animal. 
 
Subd. 6. Temporary abandonment. No person shall allow any maimed, sick, infirm, or disabled 
animal to lie in any street, road, or other public place for more than three hours after receiving 
notice of the animal's condition. 
 
Subd. 7. Cruelty. No person shall willfully instigate or in any way further any act of cruelty to 
any animal or animals, or any act tending to produce cruelty to animals. 
 
Subd. 8. Caging. No person shall cage any animal for public display purposes unless the display 
cage is constructed of solid material on three sides to protect the caged animal from the elements 
and unless the horizontal dimension of each side of the cage is at least four times the length of 
the caged animal. The provisions of this subdivision do not apply to the Minnesota State 
Agricultural Society, the Minnesota State Fair, or to the county agricultural societies, county 
fairs, to any agricultural display of caged animals by any political subdivision of the state of 
Minnesota, or to district, regional or national educational livestock or poultry exhibitions. The 
provisions of this subdivision do not apply to captive wildlife, the exhibition of which is 
regulated by section 97A.041. 
 
Subd. 8a. Harming a service animal. No person shall intentionally and without justification do 
either of the following to a service animal while it is providing service or while it is in the 
custody of the person it serves:  

 
(1) cause bodily harm to the animal; or  
 
(2) otherwise render the animal unable to perform its duties. 
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Subd. 9. Penalty.  
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, a person who fails to comply with any 
provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person convicted of a second or 
subsequent violation of subdivision 1 or 7 within five years of a previous violation of 
subdivision 1 or 7 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(b) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000, or both. 
 
(c) A person convicted of violating paragraph (b) within five years of a previous gross 
misdemeanor or felony conviction for violating this section may be sentenced to imprisonment 
for not more than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(d) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more 
than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(e) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation renders the service animal unable 
to perform its duties is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(f) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in substantial bodily harm to 
a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to payment of 
a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(g) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in 
substantial bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, 
or terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 5,000, or both. 
 
(h) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in death or great bodily 
harm to a service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
(i) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or 
great bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, or 
terrorize another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both. 
 
Subd. 9a. Harm to service animals; mandatory restitution and civil remedies. 
 
(a) The court shall order a person convicted of violating subdivision 8a to pay restitution for the 
costs and expenses resulting from the crime. Costs and expenses include, but are not limited to, 
the service animal user's loss of income, veterinary expenses, transportation costs, and other 
expenses of temporary replacement assistance services, and service animal replacement or 
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retraining costs incurred by a school, agency, or individual. If the court finds that the convicted 
person is indigent, the court may reduce the amount of restitution to a reasonable level or order it 
paid in installments. 
 
(b) This section does not preclude a person from seeking any available civil remedies for an act 
that violates subdivision 8a. 
 
Subd. 10. Restrictions. If a person is convicted of violating this section, the court shall require 
that pet or companion animals that have not been seized by a peace officer or agent and are in 
the custody or control of the person must be turned over to a peace officer or other appropriate 
officer or agent unless the court determines that the person is able and fit to provide adequately 
for an animal. If the evidence indicates lack of proper and reasonable care of an animal, the 
burden is on the person to affirmatively demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that the 
person is able and fit to have custody of and provide adequately for an animal. The court may 
limit the person's further possession or custody of pet or companion animals, and may impose 
other conditions the court considers appropriate, including, but not limited to: 
 

(1) imposing a probation period during which the person may not have ownership, 
custody, or control of a pet or companion animal; 
 
(2) requiring periodic visits of the person by an animal control officer or agent appointed 
pursuant to section 343.01, subdivision 1; 
 
(3) requiring performance by the person of community service; and 
 
(4) requiring the person to receive psychological, behavioral, or other counseling. 

 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.22 (2010). Investigation of cruelty complaints. 
 
Subdivision 1. Reporting. Any person who has reason to believe that a violation of this chapter 
has taken place or is taking place may apply to any court having jurisdiction over actions 
alleging violation of that section for a warrant and for investigation. The court shall examine 
under oath the person so applying and any witnesses the applicant produces and the court shall 
take their affidavits in writing. The affidavits must set forth facts tending to establish the grounds 
for believing a violation of this chapter has occurred or is occurring, or probable cause to believe 
that a violation exists. If the court is satisfied of the existence of the grounds of the application, 
or that there is probable cause to believe a violation exists, it shall issue a signed search warrant 
and order for investigation to a peace officer in the county. The order shall command the officer 
to proceed promptly to the location of the alleged violation. The order may command that a 
doctor of veterinary medicine accompany the officer. 
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Subd. 2. Police investigation. The peace officer shall search the place designated in the warrant 
and, together with the veterinary doctor, shall conduct an investigation of the facts surrounding 
the alleged violation. The peace officer may retain in custody, subject to the order of the court, 
any property or things which are specified in the warrant, including any animal if the warrant so 
specifies. The warrant shall contain the names of the persons presenting affidavits in support of 
the application and the grounds for its issuance. Service shall be made in accordance with the 
provisions of sections 626.13, 626.14, and 626.16. The warrant must be executed and returned to 
the court which issued the warrant within ten days after its date; after the expiration of that time 
the warrant, unless executed, is void. The officer executing the warrant shall promptly return the 
warrant to the court, and deliver to it a written inventory of the property or things taken, verified 
by the certificate of the officer. The warrant and order for investigation issued pursuant to this 
section and section 343.23 shall have the same force as a warrant issued pursuant to chapter 626. 
 
Subd. 3. Disposal of animals. Upon a proper determination by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine, any animal taken into custody pursuant to this section may be immediately disposed of 
when the animal is suffering and is beyond cure through reasonable care and treatment. All other 
animals shall be disposed of as provided in section 343.235. The authority taking custody of the 
animals may recover all costs incurred under this section. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.23 (2010). Expenses of investigation. 
 
The expenses of the investigation authorized by section 343.22, including the fee of the doctor of 
veterinary medicine, the expenses of keeping or disposing of any animal taken into custody 
pursuant to an investigation, and all other expenses reasonably incident to the investigation shall 
be paid by the county treasurer from the general fund of the county. If the person alleged to have 
violated section 343.21 is found guilty of the violation, the county shall have judgment against 
the guilty person for the amount of the expenses.  
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.235 (2010). Disposition of seized animals 
 
Subdivision 1. General rule. An animal taken into custody under section 343.12, 343.22, 343.29, 
or 343.31 may be humanely disposed of at the discretion of the jurisdiction having custody of the 
animal ten days after the animal is taken into custody, provided that the procedures in 
subdivision 3 are followed. An animal raised for food or fiber products may not be seized or 
disposed of without prior examination by a licensed veterinarian pursuant to a warrant issued by 
a judge. 
 
Subd. 2. Security. A person claiming an interest in an animal in custody under subdivision 1 may 
prevent disposition of the animal by posting security in an amount sufficient to provide for the 
animal's actual costs of care and keeping. The security must be posted within ten days of the 
seizure inclusive of the date of the seizure. 
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Subd. 3. Notice; right to hearing.  
(a) The authority taking custody of an animal under section 343.12, 343.22, 343.29, or 343.31 
shall give notice of this section by delivering or mailing it to a person claiming an interest in the 
animal or by posting a copy of it at the place where the animal is taken into custody or by 
delivering it to a person residing on the property, and telephoning, if possible. The notice must 
include: 
 

(1) a description of the animal seized; the authority and purpose for the seizure; the time, 
place, and circumstances under which the animal was seized; and the location, address, 
telephone number, and contact person where the animal is kept; 
 
(2) a statement that a person claiming an interest in the animal may post security to 
prevent disposition of the animal and may request a hearing concerning the seizure or 
impoundment and that failure to do so within ten days of the date of the notice will result 
in disposition of the animal; and 
 
(3) a statement that all actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposal of the animal are the 
responsibility of the person claiming an interest in the animal, except to the extent that a 
court or hearing officer finds that the seizure or impoundment was not substantially 
justified by law. 
 

The notice must also include a form that can be used by a person claiming an interest in the 
animal for requesting a hearing under this subdivision. 
 
(b) Upon request of a person claiming an interest in the animal, which request must be made 
within ten days of the date of seizure, a hearing must be held within five business days of the 
request, to determine the validity of the seizure and impoundment. If the seizure was done 
pursuant to a warrant under section 343.22, the hearing must be conducted by the judge who 
issued the warrant. If the seizure was done under section 343.12, 343.29, or 343.31, the 
municipality taking custody of the animal or, in the case of a humane society, the municipality 
from which the animal was seized, may either (1) authorize a licensed veterinarian with no 
financial interest in the matter or professional association with either party or (2) use the services 
of a hearing officer to conduct the hearing. A person claiming an interest in the animal who is 
aggrieved by a decision of a hearing officer under this subdivision may seek a court order 
governing the seizure or impoundment within five days of notice of the order. 
 
(c) The judge or hearing officer may authorize the return of the animal, if the judge or hearing 
officer finds that: 
 

(1) the animal is physically fit; and 
 
(2) the person claiming an interest in the animal can and will provide the care required by 
law for the animal. 
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(d) The person claiming an interest in the animal is liable for all actual costs of care, keeping, 
and disposal of the animal, except to the extent that a court or hearing officer finds that the 
seizure or impoundment was not substantially justified by law. The costs must be paid in full or a 
mutually satisfactory arrangement for payment must be made between the municipality and the 
person claiming an interest in the animal before return of the animal to the person. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.27 (2010). Poisoning animals. 
 
Any person who unjustifiably administers any poisonous, or noxious drug or substance to any 
animal, or procures or permits it to be done, or unjustifiably exposes that drug or substance with 
intent that the drug be taken by any animal, whether the animal is the property of the person or 
another, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.29 (2010). Exposure of animals; duty of officers. 
 
Subdivision 1. Delivery to shelter. Any peace officer, animal control officer, or agent of the 
federation or county or district societies for the prevention of cruelty, may remove, shelter, and 
care for any animal which is not properly sheltered from cold, hot, or inclement weather or any 
animal not properly fed and watered, or provided with suitable food and drink in circumstances 
that threaten the life of the animal. When necessary, a peace officer, animal control officer, or 
agent may deliver the animal to another person to be sheltered and cared for, and furnished with 
suitable food and drink. In all cases, the owner, if known, shall be immediately notified as 
provided in section 343.235, subdivision 3, and the person having possession of the animal, shall 
have a lien thereon for its actual costs of care and keeping and the expenses of the notice. If the 
owner or custodian is unknown and cannot by reasonable effort be ascertained, or does not, 
within ten days after notice, redeem the animal by paying the expenses authorized by this 
subdivision, the animal may be disposed of as provided in section 343.235. 
Subd. 2. Disposal of animals. Upon a proper determination by a licensed doctor of veterinary 
medicine, any animal taken into custody pursuant to subdivision 1 may be immediately disposed 
of when the animal is suffering and is beyond cure through reasonable care and treatment. The 
expenses of disposal shall be subject to the provisions of section 343.23.  
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 343.30 (2010). Injury to birds. 
 
A person who in any manner maliciously maims, kills, or destroys any bird designated as 
unprotected by section 97A.015, subdivision 52, or who maliciously destroys the nests or eggs of 
any such bird shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 
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MINN. STAT. § 343.31 (2010). Animal fights and possession of fighting animals 
 
Subdivision 1. Penalty for animal fighting; attending animal fight. 
 
(a) Whoever does any of the following is guilty of a felony: 
 

(1) promotes, engages in, or is employed in the activity of cockfighting, dogfighting, or 
violent pitting of one pet or companion animal as defined in section 346.36,  subdivision 
6, against another of the same or a different kind; 
 
(2) receives money for the admission of a person to a place used, or about to be used, for 
that activity; 
 
(3) willfully permits a person to enter or use for that activity premises of which the 
permitter is the owner, agent, or occupant; or 
 
(4) uses, trains, or possesses a dog or other animal for the purpose of participating in, 
engaging in, or promoting that activity. 
 

(b) Whoever purchases a ticket of admission or otherwise gains admission to that the activity of 
cockfighting, dogfighting, or violent pitting of one pet or companion animal as defined in section 
346.36, subdivision 6, against another of the same or a different kind is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor. 
 
(c) Whoever possesses any device or substance with intent to use or permit the use of the device 
or substance to enhance an animal's ability to fight is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(d) This subdivision shall not apply to the taking of a wild animal by hunting. 
 
Subd. 2. Presumption of training a fighting dog. There is a rebuttable presumption that a dog has 
been trained or is being trained to fight if: 
 
(1) the dog exhibits fresh wounds, scarring, or other indications that the dog has been or will be 
used for fighting; and 
 
(2) the person possesses training apparatus, paraphernalia, or drugs known to be used to prepare 
dogs to be fought. 
 
This presumption may be rebutted by a preponderance of the evidence. 
 
Subd. 3. Presumption of training fighting birds. There is a rebuttable presumption that a bird has 
been trained or is being trained to fight if: 
 
(1) the bird exhibits fresh wounds, scarring, or other indications that the bird has been or will be 
used for fighting; or 
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(2) the person possesses training apparatus, paraphernalia, or drugs known to be used to prepare 
birds to be fought. 
 
This presumption may be rebutted by a preponderance of the evidence. 
 
Subd. 4. Peace officer duties. Animals described in subdivisions 2 and 3 are dangerous weapons 
and constitute an immediate danger to the safety of humans. A peace officer or animal control 
authority may remove, shelter, and care for an animal found in the circumstances described in 
subdivision 2 or 3. If necessary, a peace officer or animal control authority may deliver the 
animal to another person to be sheltered and cared for. In all cases, the peace officer or animal 
control authority must immediately notify the owner, if known, as provided in subdivision 5. The 
peace officer, animal control authority, or other person assuming care of the animal shall have a 
lien on it for the actual cost of care and keeping of the animal. If the owner or custodian is 
unknown and cannot by reasonable effort be ascertained, or does not, within ten days after 
notice, redeem the animal by paying the expenses authorized by this subdivision, the animal may 
be disposed of as provided in subdivision 5. 
 
Subd. 5. Disposition.  
 
(a) An animal taken into custody under subdivision 4 may be humanely disposed of at the 
discretion of the jurisdiction having custody of the animal ten days after the animal is taken into 
custody, if the procedures in paragraph (c) are followed. 
 
(b) The owner of an animal taken into custody under subdivision 4 may prevent disposition of 
the animal by posting security in an amount sufficient to provide for the actual costs of care and 
keeping of the animal. The security must be posted within ten days of the seizure inclusive of the 
date of the seizure. If, however, a hearing is scheduled within ten days of the seizure, the security 
amount must be posted prior to the hearing. 
 
(c)  

(1) The authority taking custody of an animal under subdivision 4 must give notice of 
this section by delivering or mailing it to the owner of the animal, posting a copy of it at 
the place where the animal is taken into custody, or delivering it to a person residing on 
the property and telephoning, if possible. The notice must include: 

 
(i) a description of the animal seized; the authority and purpose for the seizure; 
the time, place, and circumstances under which the animal was seized; and the 
location, address, and telephone number of a contact person who knows where the 
animal is kept; 
 
(ii) a statement that the owner of the animal may post security to prevent 
disposition of the animal and may request a hearing concerning the seizure and 
impoundment and that failure to do so within ten days of the date of the notice 
will result in disposition of the animal; and 
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(iii) a statement that all actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposal of the 
animal are the responsibility of the owner of the animal, except to the extent that a 
court or hearing officer finds that the seizure or impoundment was not 
substantially justified by law. The notice must also include a form that can be 
used by a person claiming an interest in the animal for requesting a hearing. 
 

(2) The owner may request a hearing within ten days of the date of the seizure. If 
requested, a hearing must be held within five business days of the request to determine 
the validity of the impoundment. The municipality taking custody of the animal or the 
municipality from which the animal was seized may either (i) authorize a licensed 
veterinarian with no financial interest in the matter or professional association with either 
party, or (ii) use the services of a hearing officer to conduct the hearing. An owner may 
appeal the hearing officer's decision to the district court within five days of the notice of 
the decision. 

 
(3) The judge or hearing officer may authorize the return of the animal if the judge or 
hearing officer finds that (i) the animal is physically fit, (ii) the person claiming an 
interest in the animal can and will provide the care required by law for the animal, and 
(iii) the animal has not been used for violent pitting or fighting. 
 
(4) The person claiming an interest in the animal is liable for all actual costs of care, 
keeping, and disposal of the animal, except to the extent that a court or hearing officer 
finds that the seizure or impoundment was not substantially justified by law. The costs 
must be paid in full or a mutually satisfactory arrangement for payment must be made 
between the municipality and the person claiming an interest in the animal before the 
return of the animal to the person. 

 
Subd. 6. Photographs.  
 
(a) Photographs of animals seized during an investigation are competent evidence if the 
photographs are admissible into evidence under all the rules of law governing the admissibility 
of photographs into evidence. A satisfactorily identified photographic record is as admissible in 
evidence as the animal itself. 
 
(b) A photograph must be accompanied by a written description of the animals seized, the name 
of the owner of the animals seized, the date of the photograph, and the name, address, 
organization, and signature of the photographer. 
 
Subd. 7. Veterinary investigative report.  
 
(a) A report completed by a Minnesota licensed veterinarian following an examination of an 
animal seized during an investigation is competent evidence. A satisfactorily identified 
veterinary investigative report is as admissible in evidence as the animal itself. 
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(b) The veterinary investigative report may contain a written description of the animal seized, the 
medical evaluation of the physical findings, the prognosis for recovery, and the date of the 
examination and must contain the name, address, veterinary clinic, and signature of the 
veterinarian performing the examination. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 346.37 (2010). General provisions. 
 
Subdivision 1. Abandoned animals.  

 
(a) If an animal is left with a veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility 
pursuant to a written agreement with the owner or person in possession of the animal and 
the owner or lawful possessor of the animal has not claimed the animal within ten days 
after notice in accordance with paragraph (b) or (d), the animal is abandoned and the 
owner has no further rights or claim to the animal. 
 
(b) The notice required under paragraph (a), must be given by the veterinarian, boarding 
facility, or commercial facility to the owner or the owner's agent at the person's last 
known address by certified mail, return receipt requested, or may be served upon the 
owner or owner's agent in the manner that a summons is served in a civil court action in 
the district courts. The notice must notify the owner or owner's agent that the animal may 
be redeemed by paying all prior expenses incurred within ten days or the animal is 
abandoned and will be disposed of in accordance with this subdivision. 
 
(c) If the animal is not claimed within ten days, the veterinarian, boarding facility, or 
commercial facility becomes the owner of the animal and the animal may be disposed of 
by the veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility as they consider proper. 
Upon the veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility becoming the owner of 
the animal, the veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility is relieved of any 
liability for disposal of the animal. 
 
(d) If the notice under paragraph (c) is not given to the owner or owner's agent, or if the 
address of the owner or owner's agent is not known, notice must be given by the 
veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility by publishing one notice in a legal 
newspaper circulated in the county where the animal was delivered to the veterinarian, 
boarding facility, or commercial facility not less than ten days before the animal is to 
become the property of the veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility under 
paragraph (c). The published notice must contain the information required in paragraph 
(b). 
 
(e) Each veterinarian, boarding facility, or commercial facility shall warn its patrons of 
the provisions of this subdivision by a conspicuously posted notice or by conspicuous 
type in a written document delivered to the owner or the owner's agent. 
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Subd. 2. Good samaritans. A person is not liable for rendering humane assistance to an injured 
pet or companion animal. 
 
Subd. 3. Cruel training or handling. A person may not inflict cruelty on a pet or companion 
animal by the use of a cruel training or handling device or method. 
 
Subd. 4. Health care. Adequate health care, including parasite and pest control, must be provided 
to each pet or companion animal. 
 
Subd. 5. Interpretation of terms. A dispute as to the meaning of "abuse," "cruelty," or "neglect" 
shall be resolved by an expert opinion. 
 
Subd. 6. Reports of abuse, cruelty, or neglect. A veterinarian must report known or suspected 
cases of abuse, cruelty, or neglect to peace officers and humane agents as provided in 343.12 and  
343.29. 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 518B.01 (2010). Domestic Abuse Act. 
 
Subdivision 1.Short title. 
 
This section may be cited as the "Domestic Abuse Act." 
 
Subd. 2.Definitions. 
 
As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings given them: 
 
(a) "Domestic abuse" means the following, if committed against a family or household member 
by a family or household member: 
 

(1) physical harm, bodily injury, or assault; 
 
(2) the infliction of fear of imminent physical harm, bodily injury, or assault; or 
 
(3) terroristic threats, within the meaning of section 609.713, subdivision 1; criminal 
sexual conduct, within the meaning of section 609.342, 609.343, 609.344, 609.345, or 
609.3451; or interference with an emergency call within the meaning of section 609.78, 
subdivision 2.  

 
(b) "Family or household members" means: 
 

(1) spouses and former spouses; 
 
(2) parents and children; 
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(3) persons related by blood; 
 
(4) persons who are presently residing together or who have resided together in the past; 
 
(5) persons who have a child in common regardless of whether they have been married or 
have lived together at any time; 
 
(6) a man and woman if the woman is pregnant and the man is alleged to be the father, 
regardless of whether they have been married or have lived together at any time; and 
 
(7) persons involved in a significant romantic or sexual relationship. 
Issuance of an order for protection on the ground in clause (6) does not affect a 
determination of paternity under sections 257.51 to 257.74. In determining whether 
persons are or have been involved in a significant romantic or sexual relationship under 
clause (7), the court shall consider the length of time of the relationship; type of 
relationship; frequency of interaction between the parties; and, if the relationship has 
terminated, length of time since the termination.  
 

(c) "Qualified domestic violence-related offense" has the meaning given in section 609.02, 
subdivision 16.  
 
Subd. 3.Court jurisdiction. 
 
An application for relief under this section may be filed in the court having jurisdiction over 
dissolution actions, in the county of residence of either party, in the county in which a pending or 
completed family court proceeding involving the parties or their minor children was brought, or 
in the county in which the alleged domestic abuse occurred. There are no residency requirements 
that apply to a petition for an order for protection. In a jurisdiction which utilizes referees in 
dissolution actions, the court or judge may refer actions under this section to a referee to take and 
report the evidence in the action in the same manner and subject to the same limitations provided 
in section 518.13. Actions under this section shall be given docket priorities by the court.  
 
Subd. 3a.Filing fee. 
 
The filing fees for an order for protection under this section are waived for the petitioner. The 
court administrator, the sheriff of any county in this state, and other law enforcement and 
corrections officers shall perform their duties relating to service of process without charge to the 
petitioner. The court shall direct payment of the reasonable costs of service of process if served 
by a private process server when the sheriff or other law enforcement or corrections officer is 
unavailable or if service is made by publication, without requiring the petitioner to make 
application under section 563.01. The court may direct a respondent to pay to the court 
administrator the petitioner's filing fees and reasonable costs of service of process if the court 
determines that the respondent has the ability to pay the petitioner's fees and costs.  
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Subd. 3b.Information on petitioner's location or residence. 
 
Upon the petitioner's request, information maintained by the court regarding the petitioner's 
location or residence is not accessible to the public and may be disclosed only to court personnel 
or law enforcement for purposes of service of process, conducting an investigation, or enforcing 
an order. 
 
Subd. 4.Order for protection. 
 
There shall exist an action known as a petition for an order for protection in cases of domestic 
abuse. 
 
(a) A petition for relief under this section may be made by any family or household member 
personally or by a family or household member, a guardian as defined in section 524.1-201, 
clause (20), or, if the court finds that it is in the best interests of the minor, by a reputable adult 
age 25 or older on behalf of minor family or household members. A minor age 16 or older may 
make a petition on the minor's own behalf against a spouse or former spouse, or a person with 
whom the minor has a child in common, if the court determines that the minor has sufficient 
maturity and judgment and that it is in the best interests of the minor.  
 
(b) A petition for relief shall allege the existence of domestic abuse, and shall be accompanied 
by an affidavit made under oath stating the specific facts and circumstances from which relief is 
sought. 
 
(c) A petition for relief must state whether the petitioner has ever had an order for protection in 
effect against the respondent. 
 
(d) A petition for relief must state whether there is an existing order for protection in effect under 
this chapter governing both the parties and whether there is a pending lawsuit, complaint, 
petition or other action between the parties under chapter 257, 518, 518A, 518B, or 518C. The 
court administrator shall verify the terms of any existing order governing the parties. The court 
may not delay granting relief because of the existence of a pending action between the parties or 
the necessity of verifying the terms of an existing order. A subsequent order in a separate action 
under this chapter may modify only the provision of an existing order that grants relief 
authorized under subdivision 6, paragraph (a), clause (1). A petition for relief may be granted, 
regardless of whether there is a pending action between the parties. 
 
(e) The court shall provide simplified forms and clerical assistance to help with the writing and 
filing of a petition under this section. 
 
(f) The court shall advise a petitioner under paragraph (e) of the right to file a motion and 
affidavit and to sue in forma pauperis pursuant to section 563.01 and shall assist with the writing 
and filing of the motion and affidavit.  
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(g) The court shall advise a petitioner under paragraph (e) of the right to serve the respondent by 
published notice under subdivision 5, paragraph (b), if the respondent is avoiding personal 
service by concealment or otherwise, and shall assist with the writing and filing of the affidavit. 
 
(h) The court shall advise the petitioner of the right to seek restitution under the petition for 
relief. 
 
(i) The court shall advise the petitioner of the right to request a hearing under subdivision 7, 
paragraph (c). If the petitioner does not request a hearing, the court shall advise the petitioner 
that the respondent may request a hearing and that notice of the hearing date and time will be 
provided to the petitioner by mail at least five days before the hearing. 
 
(j) The court shall advise the petitioner of the right to request supervised parenting time, as 
provided in section 518.175, subdivision 1a.  
 
Subd. 5.Hearing on application; notice. 
 
(a) Upon receipt of the petition, the court shall order a hearing which shall be held not later than 
14 days from the date of the order for hearing unless an ex parte order is issued. 
 
(b) If an ex parte order has been issued under subdivision 7 and the petitioner seeks only the 
relief under subdivision 7, paragraph (a), a hearing is not required unless: 
 

(1) the court declines to order the requested relief; or 
 
(2) one of the parties requests a hearing. 

 
(c) If an ex parte order has been issued under subdivision 7 and the petitioner seeks relief beyond 
that specified in subdivision 7, paragraph (a), or if the court declines to order relief requested by 
the petitioner, a hearing must be held within seven days. Personal service of the ex parte order 
may be made upon the respondent at any time up to 12 hours prior to the time set for the hearing, 
provided that the respondent at the hearing may request a continuance of up to five days if 
served fewer than five days prior to the hearing which continuance shall be granted unless there 
are compelling reasons not to. 
 
(d) If an ex parte order has been issued only granting relief under subdivision 7, paragraph (a), 
and the respondent requests a hearing, the hearing shall be held within ten days of the court's 
receipt of the respondent's request. Service of the notice of hearing must be made upon the 
petitioner not less than five days prior to the hearing. The court shall serve the notice of hearing 
upon the petitioner by mail in the manner provided in the Rules of Civil Procedure for pleadings 
subsequent to a complaint and motions and shall also mail notice of the date and time of the 
hearing to the respondent. In the event that service cannot be completed in time to give the 
respondent or petitioner the minimum notice required under this subdivision, the court may set a 
new hearing date no more than five days later. 
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(e) If for good cause shown either party is unable to proceed at the initial hearing and requests a 
continuance and the court finds that a continuance is appropriate, the hearing may be continued. 
Unless otherwise agreed by the parties and approved by the court, the continuance shall be for no 
more than five days. If the court grants the requested continuance, the court shall also issue a 
written order continuing all provisions of the ex parte order pending the issuance of an order 
after the hearing. 
 
(f) Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this subdivision, service on the respondent may 
be made by one week published notice, as provided under section 645.11, provided the petitioner 
files with the court an affidavit stating that an attempt at personal service made by a sheriff or 
other law enforcement or corrections officer was unsuccessful because the respondent is 
avoiding service by concealment or otherwise, and that a copy of the petition and notice of 
hearing has been mailed to the respondent at the respondent's residence or that the residence is 
not known to the petitioner. Service under this paragraph is complete seven days after 
publication. The court shall set a new hearing date if necessary to allow the respondent the five-
day minimum notice required under paragraph (d).  
 
Subd. 6.Relief by court. 
 
(a) Upon notice and hearing, the court may provide relief as follows: 
 

(1) restrain the abusing party from committing acts of domestic abuse; 
 
(2) exclude the abusing party from the dwelling which the parties share or from the 
residence of the petitioner; 
 
(3) exclude the abusing party from a reasonable area surrounding the dwelling or 
residence, which area shall be described specifically in the order; 
 
(4) award temporary custody or establish temporary parenting time with regard to minor 
children of the parties on a basis which gives primary consideration to the safety of the 
victim and the children. In addition to the primary safety considerations, the court may 
consider particular best interest factors that are found to be relevant to the temporary 
custody and parenting time award. Findings under section 257.025, 518.17, or 518.175 
are not required with respect to the particular best interest factors not considered by the 
court. If the court finds that the safety of the victim or the children will be jeopardized by 
unsupervised or unrestricted parenting time, the court shall condition or restrict parenting 
time as to time, place, duration, or supervision, or deny parenting time entirely, as needed 
to guard the safety of the victim and the children. The court's decision on custody and 
parenting time shall in no way delay the issuance of an order for protection granting other 
relief provided for in this section. The court must not enter a parenting plan under section 
518.1705 as part of an action for an order for protection;  
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(5) on the same basis as is provided in chapter 518 or 518A, establish temporary support 
for minor children or a spouse, and order the withholding of support from the income of 
the person obligated to pay the support according to chapter 518A; 
 
(6) provide upon request of the petitioner counseling or other social services for the 
parties, if married, or if there are minor children; 
 
(7) order the abusing party to participate in treatment or counseling services, including 
requiring the abusing party to successfully complete a domestic abuse counseling 
program or educational program under section 518B.02;  
 
(8) award temporary use and possession of property and restrain one or both parties from 
transferring, encumbering, concealing, or disposing of property except in the usual course 
of business or for the necessities of life, and to account to the court for all such transfers, 
encumbrances, dispositions, and expenditures made after the order is served or 
communicated to the party restrained in open court; 
 
(9) exclude the abusing party from the place of employment of the petitioner, or 
otherwise limit access to the petitioner by the abusing party at the petitioner's place of 
employment; 
 
(10) order the abusing party to have no contact with the petitioner whether in person, by 
telephone, mail, or electronic mail or messaging, through a third party, or by any other 
means; 
 
(11) order the abusing party to pay restitution to the petitioner; 
 
(12) order the continuance of all currently available insurance coverage without change 
in coverage or beneficiary designation; 
 
(13) order, in its discretion, other relief as it deems necessary for the protection of a 
family or household member, including orders or directives to the sheriff or other law 
enforcement or corrections officer as provided by this section; 
 
(14) direct the care, possession, or control of a pet or companion animal owned, 
possessed, or kept by the petitioner or respondent or a child of the petitioner or 
respondent; and 
 
(15) direct the respondent to refrain from physically abusing or injuring any pet or 
companion animal, without legal justification, known to be owned, possessed, kept, or 
held by either party or a minor child residing in the residence or household of either party 
as an indirect means of intentionally threatening the safety of such person. 
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(b) Any relief granted by the order for protection shall be for a period not to exceed two years, 
except when the court determines a longer period is appropriate. When a referee presides at the 
hearing on the petition, the order granting relief becomes effective upon the referee's signature. 
 
(c) An order granting the relief authorized in paragraph (a), clause (1), may not be vacated or 
modified in a proceeding for dissolution of marriage or legal separation, except that the court 
may hear a motion for modification of an order for protection concurrently with a proceeding for 
dissolution of marriage upon notice of motion and motion. The notice required by court rule 
shall not be waived. If the proceedings are consolidated and the motion to modify is granted, a 
separate order for modification of an order for protection shall be issued. 
 
(d) An order granting the relief authorized in paragraph (a), clause (2) or (3), is not voided by the 
admittance of the abusing party into the dwelling from which the abusing party is excluded. 
 
(e) If a proceeding for dissolution of marriage or legal separation is pending between the parties, 
the court shall provide a copy of the order for protection to the court with jurisdiction over the 
dissolution or separation proceeding for inclusion in its file. 
 
(f) An order for restitution issued under this subdivision is enforceable as civil judgment. 
 
Subd. 6a.Subsequent orders and extensions. 
 
(a) Upon application, notice to all parties, and hearing, the court may extend the relief granted in 
an existing order for protection or, if a petitioner's order for protection is no longer in effect 
when an application for subsequent relief is made, grant a new order. The court may extend the 
terms of an existing order or, if an order is no longer in effect, grant a new order upon a showing 
that: 
 

(1) the respondent has violated a prior or existing order for protection; 
 
(2) the petitioner is reasonably in fear of physical harm from the respondent; 
 
(3) the respondent has engaged in the act of stalking within the meaning of section 
609.749, subdivision 2; or  
 
(4) the respondent is incarcerated and about to be released, or has recently been released 
from incarceration. 
 

A petitioner does not need to show that physical harm is imminent to obtain an extension or a 
subsequent order under this subdivision. 
 
(b) Relief granted by the order for protection may be for a period of up to 50 years, if the court 
finds: 
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(1) the respondent has violated a prior or existing order for protection on two or more 
occasions; or 
 
(2) the petitioner has had two or more orders for protection in effect against the same 
respondent. 

 
An order issued under this paragraph may restrain the abusing party from committing acts of 
domestic abuse; or prohibit the abusing party from having any contact with the petitioner, 
whether in person, by telephone, mail or electronic mail or messaging, through electronic 
devices, through a third party, or by any other means. 
 
Subd. 7.Ex parte order. 
 
(a) Where an application under this section alleges an immediate and present danger of domestic 
abuse, the court may grant an ex parte order for protection and granting relief as the court deems 
proper, including an order: 
 

(1) restraining the abusing party from committing acts of domestic abuse; 
 
(2) excluding any party from the dwelling they share or from the residence of the other, 
including a reasonable area surrounding the dwelling or residence, which area shall be 
described specifically in the order, except by further order of the court; 
 
(3) excluding the abusing party from the place of employment of the petitioner or 
otherwise limiting access to the petitioner by the abusing party at the petitioner's place of 
employment; 
 
(4) ordering the abusing party to have no contact with the petitioner whether in person, 
by telephone, mail, e-mail, through electronic devices, or through a third party; 
 
(5) continuing all currently available insurance coverage without change in coverage or 
beneficiary designation; 
 
(6) directing the care, possession, or control of a pet or companion animal owned, 
possessed, or kept by a party or a child of a party; and 
 
(7) directing the respondent to refrain from physically abusing or injuring any pet or 
companion animal, without legal justification, known to be owned, possessed, kept, or 
held by either party or a minor child residing in the residence or household of either party 
as an indirect means of intentionally threatening the safety of such person. 

 
(b) A finding by the court that there is a basis for issuing an ex parte order for protection 
constitutes a finding that sufficient reasons exist not to require notice under applicable court 
rules governing applications for ex parte relief. 
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(c) Subject to paragraph (d), an ex parte order for protection shall be effective for a fixed period 
set by the court, as provided in subdivision 6, paragraph (b), or until modified or vacated by the 
court pursuant to a hearing. When signed by a referee, the ex parte order becomes effective upon 
the referee's signature. Upon request, a hearing, as provided by this section, shall be set. Except 
as provided in paragraph (d), the respondent shall be personally served forthwith a copy of the ex 
parte order along with a copy of the petition and, if requested by the petitioner, notice of the date 
set for the hearing. If the petitioner does not request a hearing, an order served on a respondent 
under this subdivision must include a notice advising the respondent of the right to request a 
hearing, must be accompanied by a form that can be used by the respondent to request a hearing 
and must include a conspicuous notice that a hearing will not be held unless requested by the 
respondent within five days of service of the order. 
 
(d) Service of the ex parte order may be made by published notice, as provided under 
subdivision 5, provided that the petitioner files the affidavit required under that subdivision. If 
personal service is not made or the affidavit is not filed within 14 days of issuance of the ex parte 
order, the order expires. If the petitioner does not request a hearing, the petition mailed to the 
respondent's residence, if known, must be accompanied by the form for requesting a hearing and 
notice described in paragraph (c). Unless personal service is completed, if service by published 
notice is not completed within 28 days of issuance of the ex parte order, the order expires. 
 
(e) If the petitioner seeks relief under subdivision 6 other than the relief described in paragraph 
(a), the petitioner must request a hearing to obtain the additional relief. 
 
(f) Nothing in this subdivision affects the right of a party to seek modification of an order under 
subdivision 11. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 609.02 (2010). Definitions 
 
Subdivision 1. Crime. 
 
"Crime" means conduct which is prohibited by statute and for which the actor may be sentenced 
to imprisonment, with or without a fine. 
 
Subd. 2. Felony. 
 
"Felony" means a crime for which a sentence of imprisonment for more than one year may be 
imposed. 
 
Subd. 2a. 
 
[Repealed, 1999 c 194 s 11] 
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Subd. 3. Misdemeanor. 
 
"Misdemeanor" means a crime for which a sentence of not more than 90 days or a fine of not 
more than $1,000, or both, may be imposed. 
 
Subd. 4. Gross misdemeanor. 
 
"Gross misdemeanor" means any crime which is not a felony or misdemeanor. The maximum 
fine which may be imposed for a gross misdemeanor is $3,000. 
 
Subd. 4a. Petty misdemeanor. 
 
"Petty misdemeanor" means a petty offense which is prohibited by statute, which does not 
constitute a crime and for which a sentence of a fine of not more than $300 may be imposed. 
 
Subd. 5. Conviction. 
 
"Conviction" means any of the following accepted and recorded by the court: 
 
(1) A plea of guilty; or 
 
(2) A verdict of guilty by a jury or a finding of guilty by the court. 
 
Subd. 6. Dangerous weapon. 
 
"Dangerous weapon" means any firearm, whether loaded or unloaded, or any device designed as 
a weapon and capable of producing death or great bodily harm, any combustible or flammable 
liquid or other device or instrumentality that, in the manner it is used or intended to be used, is 
calculated or likely to produce death or great bodily harm, or any fire that is used to produce 
death or great bodily harm. 
 
As used in this subdivision, "flammable liquid" means any liquid having a flash point below 100 
degrees Fahrenheit and having a vapor pressure not exceeding 40 pounds per square inch 
(absolute) at 100 degrees Fahrenheit but does not include intoxicating liquor as defined in 
section 340A.101. As used in this subdivision, "combustible liquid" is a liquid having a flash 
point at or above 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
Subd. 7. Bodily harm. 
 
"Bodily harm" means physical pain or injury, illness, or any impairment of physical condition. 
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Subd. 7a. Substantial bodily harm. 
 
"Substantial bodily harm" means bodily injury which involves a temporary but substantial 
disfigurement, or which causes a temporary but substantial loss or impairment of the function of 
any bodily member or organ, or which causes a fracture of any bodily member. 
 
Subd. 8. Great bodily harm. 
 
"Great bodily harm" means bodily injury which creates a high probability of death, or which 
causes serious permanent disfigurement, or which causes a permanent or protracted loss or 
impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ or other serious bodily harm. 
 
Subd. 9. Mental state. 
 
(1) When criminal intent is an element of a crime in this chapter, such intent is indicated by the 
term "intentionally," the phrase "with intent to," the phrase "with intent that," or some form of 
the verbs "know" or "believe." 
 
(2) "Know" requires only that the actor believes that the specified fact exists. 
 
(3) "Intentionally" means that the actor either has a purpose to do the thing or cause the result 
specified or believes that the act performed by the actor, if successful, will cause that result. In 
addition, except as provided in clause (6), the actor must have knowledge of those facts which 
are necessary to make the actor's conduct criminal and which are set forth after the word 
"intentionally." 
 
(4) "With intent to" or "with intent that" means that the actor either has a purpose to do the thing 
or cause the result specified or believes that the act, if successful, will cause that result. 
 
(5) Criminal intent does not require proof of knowledge of the existence or constitutionality of 
the statute under which the actor is prosecuted or the scope or meaning of the terms used in that 
statute. 
 
(6) Criminal intent does not require proof of knowledge of the age of a minor even though age is 
a material element in the crime in question. 
 
Subd. 10. Assault. 
 
"Assault" is: 
 
(1) an act done with intent to cause fear in another of immediate bodily harm or death; or 
 
(2) the intentional infliction of or attempt to inflict bodily harm upon another. 
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Subd. 11. Second or subsequent violation or offense. 
 
"Second or subsequent violation" or "second or subsequent offense" means that prior to the 
commission of the violation or offense, the actor has been adjudicated guilty of a specified 
similar violation or offense. 
 
Subd. 12. 
 
[Repealed, 1993 c 326 art 2 s 34] 
 
Subd. 13. 
 
[Repealed, 1993 c 326 art 2 s 34] 
 
Subd. 14. Electronic monitoring device. 
 
As used in sections 609.135, subdivision 5a, 611A.07, and 629.72, subdivision 2a, "electronic 
monitoring device" means a radio frequency transmitter unit that is worn at all times on the 
person of a defendant in conjunction with a receiver unit that is located in the victim's residence 
or on the victim's person. The receiver unit emits an audible and visible signal whenever the 
defendant with a transmitter unit comes within a designated distance from the receiver unit. 
 
Subd. 15. Probation. 
 
"Probation" means a court-ordered sanction imposed upon an offender for a period of 
supervision no greater than that set by statute. It is imposed as an alternative to confinement or in 
conjunction with confinement or intermediate sanctions. The purpose of probation is to deter 
further criminal behavior, punish the offender, help provide reparation to crime victims and their 
communities, and provide offenders with opportunities for rehabilitation. 
 
Subd. 16. Qualified domestic violence-related offense. 
 
"Qualified domestic violence-related offense" includes a violation of or an attempt to violate 
sections 518B.01, subdivision 14 (violation of domestic abuse order for protection); 518B.01, 
subdivision 22 (violation of domestic abuse no contact order); 609.185 (first-degree murder); 
609.19 (second-degree murder); 609.221 (first-degree assault); 609.222 (second-degree assault); 
609.223 (third-degree assault); 609.2231 (fourth-degree assault); 609.224 (fifth-degree assault); 
609.2242 (domestic assault); 609.2247 (domestic assault by strangulation); 609.342 (first-degree 
criminal sexual conduct); 609.343 (second-degree criminal sexual conduct); 609.344 (third-
degree criminal sexual conduct); 609.345 (fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct); 609.377 
(malicious punishment of a child); 609.713 (terroristic threats); 609.748, subdivision 6 (violation 
of harassment restraining order); 609.749 (harassment/stalking); and 609.78, subdivision 2 
(interference with an emergency call); and similar laws of other states, the United States, the 
District of Columbia, tribal lands, and United States territories. 
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MINN. STAT. § 609.03 (2010). Punishment when not otherwise fixed 
 
If a person is convicted of a crime for which no punishment is otherwise provided the person 
may be sentenced as follows: 
 

(1) If the crime is a felony, to imprisonment for not more than five years or to payment of 
a fine of not more than $ 10,000, or both; or 
 
(2) If the crime is a gross misdemeanor, to imprisonment for not more than one year or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000, or both; or 
 
(3) If the crime is a misdemeanor, to imprisonment for not more than 90 days or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $ 1,000, or both; or 
 
(4) If the crime is other than a misdemeanor and a fine is imposed but the amount is not 
specified, to payment of a fine of not more than $ 1,000, or to imprisonment for a 
specified term of not more than six months if the fine is not paid. 

 
 
MINN. STAT. § 609.294 (2010). Bestiality 
 
Whoever carnally knows a dead body or an animal or bird is guilty of bestiality, which is a 
misdemeanor. If knowingly done in the presence of another the person may be sentenced to 
imprisonment for not more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than $ 3,000 or 
both. 
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